MEETING MINUTES
Meeting Title: Courtesy Call – Statistics Norway Delegation
Date: 21 November 2026
Time: 11am
Venue: ACS Meeting Room, UNECA
Chair: Joseph Tinfissi Ilboudo
Participants:
· ACS: Joseph Tinfissi Ilboudo, William Muhawa, Leandre Foster Ngogang, Peter Njagi, Eileen Capilit, Lerato Makana, Rebecca Wok Emmanuel, Hiwot Debebe
· Statistics Norway:  Janne Utkilen (Lead), Sadiq Khesi Boateng, Hilde Orderud, Silja Emmel, Amare Legesse

1. Agenda
1. Overview of Statistics Norway’s collaboration activities in Africa
2. Updates on four thematic areas:
· Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS)
· Administrative Data
· Food Security Statistics
· NADABAS
3. Integration with UNECA’s work (including GIS, satellite imagery, migration data, and AI opportunities)
4. Discussion on possible future collaboration, annual consultations, and follow-up meeting with ACS Director

2. Meeting Summary
2.1 Introduction
The Statistics Norway delegation from Oslo paid a courtesy call to the African Centre for Statistics (ACS), following their technical engagement with Ethiopia Statistics Service (ESS). The team provided an overview of their ongoing support initiatives across Africa and discussed areas of mutual collaboration with UNECA.

3. Discussion Highlights
3.1 Food Security Statistics
· Statistics Norway is supporting food security statistics in partnership with COMESA.
· Analysis is conducted using Household Income and Expenditure Surveys (HIES) following international methodological guidelines from FAO, World Bank, and UN Statistical Commission (UNSC).
· 13 National Statistical Offices (NSOs) are receiving support, 10 of which are COMESA members.
· Funding for the food security project is secured until 2027.
· Joint work includes exploring how HIES-based data can be complemented with satellite imagery for inaccessible areas.
3.2 NADABAS
· Statistics Norway is collaborating with STATAFRIC to support countries in the implementation of NADABAS for national accounts compilation.
· COMESA will increasingly take the lead in driving NADABAS implementation across the region.
· UNECA expressed interest in receiving NADABAS training to strengthen in-house capacity at ACS.
· Kenya continues to provide technical support as an experienced user of NADABAS.
· STATAFRIC is planning a technical IT-focused workshop on NADABAS, covering installation, bug fixes, and troubleshooting.
· Important clarifications:
· ERETES and NADABAS are two independent systems.
· NADABAS requires strong national accounts expertise; it does not know national accounts, hence it depends heavily on compiler capacity.
· Requests for the ongoing improvement of the NADABAS roadmap:
· Automation of transitioning between classification versions (e.g., ISIC revisions).
· Inclusion of backcasting features.
3.3 Administrative Data
· Statistics Norway is developing training programmes on administrative data, driven by the growing demand for admin data-based systems.
· Key challenge: access to administrative datasets, along with data quality, interoperability, and institutional coordination issues.
· UNECA highlighted the alignment with Africa’s push for strengthening administrative data as part of the Africa data improvement initiative.
3.4 CRVS and Register-Based Censuses
· Statistics Norway is collaborating with UNFPA and the CRVS Community of Practice to help countries move toward:
· Population registers, and
· Register-based censuses.
· Countries will be grouped by similar characteristics for targeted training.
· The objective is to strengthen countries that lag behind in establishing robust CRVS and administrative registers.
· UNECA reiterated its own continental ambition:
· Encourage countries to transition to register-based censuses.
· Aim for at least half of African countries to produce most indicators using administrative data sources.
· This shift requires strong knowledge transfer, regular engagements, and possibly the integration of AI-driven solutions, consistent with the vision of the UN Digital Compact.
3.5 Integration of GIS, Satellite Imagery, and Geospatial Tools
· A question was raised on when GIS-powered data should be integrated, at the planning stage or mid-process.
· ACS clarified that under normal circumstances, GIS should be incorporated from the onset of project planning.
· The Norway delegation informed the meeting of the potential of partnering with the Norwegian Space Agency to enhance geospatial and satellite capabilities for:
· Food security monitoring
· Population estimates between censuses
· Disaster management applications
· A joint 2026 assessment is planned to explore satellite imagery for early detection and remote monitoring of food security conditions.
3.6 Migration Data
· It was noted that migration data capacity is growing in Africa.
· IGAD recently published its second Migration Data Report, with support from Swedish partners.
· There is potential to establish national migration data groups in collaboration with regional and international institutions.

4. Conclusions and Agreements
1. Annual ECA-Statistics Norway Consultations:
Both sides agreed to hold annual coordination meetings to strengthen collaboration in statistics and capacity-building initiatives.
2. Follow-Up Meeting with ACS Director:
As the ACS Director was on mission, a dedicated meeting will be scheduled to deepen technical discussions and identify priority areas for partnership.
3. Exploration of Joint Work on:
· NADABAS capacity building (including IT support and methodology)
· Strengthening CRVS and administrative data systems
· Integration of GIS and satellite imagery
· Advancing register-based census approaches
· Food security statistics using combined survey and satellite methods
· AI integration into statistical and administrative systems
4. UNECA/ACS commended Statistics Norway for:
· Extending the 3-year programme to Ethiopia,
· Supporting countries in adopting open-source solutions,
· Aligning with continental initiatives such as the Africa Data Strategy and PAS III.

5. Next Meeting
A follow-up meeting with the Director of ACS will be arranged. Proposed date to be confirmed.

