Meeting Minutes: 2025 World Statistics Day (WSD) Preparation
Date: October 8, 2025
Time: 8:40 AM (EAT)
Location: Virtual Meeting
Facilitator: Angela Kiconco
Participants: Representatives from ECA, AfDB, and STATAFRIC. 
Summary
The meeting focused on finalizing the structure and content of the Africa segment for the 2025 World Statistics Day, themed “Driving Change with Quality Statistics for Everyone.” Participants agreed on a hybrid format combining live and pre-recorded content, with emphasis on showcasing Africa’s statistical progress, leadership voices, youth innovation, and regional collaboration.

Key decisions included:
- Confirming contributions from Pan-African institutions and countries.
- Allocating time slots for thematic presentations and lightning talks.
- Engaging youth, academia, CSOs, and Specialized UN agencies.
- Ensuring diversity, inclusion, and cultural representation.
- Setting deadlines for content submission and testing.

The meeting concluded with a call for swift action to meet tight timelines and ensure a well-coordinated, impactful celebration.
Agenda Overview and Segment Planning
Opening Segment – “Africa in Motion” (10 mins)
Animated video or documentary showcasing Africa’s statistical journey. Pending content confirmation from ECA and AfDB by end of day. If unavailable, segment may be deferred to African Statistics Day continental celebrations
Voices of Leadership (20 mins)
5-minute speeches from institutional leaders (live or pre-recorded). Emphasis on aligning speeches with the WSD theme. Deadline for format confirmation and speech submission: October 11.
Youth and Academia Segment (30 mins)
Focus on data innovation and quality statistics. Youth confirmed; academia outreach ongoing. ECA coordinates this segment.
Work of Pan-African institutions and Country Best Practices (1 hour)
Introduced by Pan-African institutions to highlight thematic relevance (10 mins). Short presentations (2–5 mins) from selected countries. ECA, AfDB, and STATAFRIC to identify and brief participating countries.
Regional Economic Communities (RECs) Segment (30 mins)
Participation of RECs coordinated by STATAFRIC. Focus on regional strategies and statistical quality. Format: Presentations preferred due to connectivity concerns.
Africanizing the Event (30 mins)
Inclusion of CSOs, Specialized UN agencies, and creative content (poetry, music, storytelling). Emphasis on diversity, language inclusion, and cultural representation. Mary (AfDB) to coordinate CSO outreach; ECA to contact UN agencies.
Technology & Transformation Lightning Talks (15 mins)
3-minute talks on AI, mobile tech, open data, and visualization. Contributions from GPSDD, Open Data Watch, and others. AfDB (Rosa and Mary) to coordinate with relevant partners. Momar to reach out to Open Data Watch and Rwanda-based AI institutions.
Closing Reflections & Call to Action (15 mins)
Led by Lerato Martha Makana. Summary of key messages and encouragement for local celebrations.
Action Items
	Item
	Responsible
	Deadline

	Confirm “Africa in Motion” content
	ECA (Angela), AfDB (Mary/Rosa)
	Oct 8

	Submit leadership speeches
	AfDB, ECA, STATAFRIC
	Oct 11

	Finalize youth & academia segment
	ECA (Angela)
	Oct 9

	Identify countries for best practices
	AfDB, ECA, STATAFRIC
	Oct 9

	Coordinate AU-RECs participation
	STATAFRIC
	Oct 9

	Contact CSOs for creative content
	Mary
	Oct 9

	Reach out to UN agencies
	ECA (Angela)
	Oct 9

	Coordinate tech talks
	AfDB (Rosa, Mary & Momar)
	Oct 10

	Submit all presentations
	All presenters
	Oct 14

	Finalize agenda and share with leadership & UNSD
	ECA (Angela),
	Oct 9
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Agenda for the Africa Segment for commemoration of the 2025 WSD
	Time
	Main Activity
	Description of Activity
	Responsible Entity
	Status

	12:00 – 12:10 PM
	Opening Bang: “Africa in Motion”
	Animated video showcasing Africa’s statistical journey, development milestones, and cultural vibrancy, followed by welcome remarks.
	AfDB/ECA
	Confirmed by AfDB

	12:10 – 12:30 PM
	Keynote Segment: Voices of Leadership
· ECA
· AfDB
· -STATAFRIC
Moderator: ECA
	Live or pre-recorded speeches (max 5 minutes each) from heads of Pan-African institutions on the role of quality statistics in Africa’s transformation.
	STATAFRIC - Aberash; AfDB – Mary; ECA - Angela
	Pending

	12:30 – 1:00 PM
	Youth & Academia Spotlight
· YAS
· STCs
Moderator: STC
	Panel discussion or short presentations by young African statisticians and researchers on data innovation and youth-led projects.
	Angela
	Confirmed by YAS & 1 STC so far

	1:00 – 2:15 PM
	PAOs and Country Showcase: Best Practices in Action
· ECA on QAF; Trade; CRVS, & GIS (Countries)
· AfDB on AIH, (Countries)
· STATAFRIC on SHaSA 2, (Countries)
Moderator: ECA
	Presentations or panel discussion by Pan-African organizations; 5-minute presentations from selected member states on excellence in big data, quality frameworks, and data dissemination; Includes video interludes showing impact.
	AfDB, ECA, STATAFRIC
	Confirmed

	2:15 – 2:45 PM
	Regional Economic Communities & Collaboration
· EAC, SADC, COMESA, AMU, IGAD
Moderator: STATAFRIC
	Presentations or panel discussion by RECs on regional data harmonization and cross-border initiatives. RSDS’ contribution to Quality statistics.
	RECs (Aberash)
	Pending

	2:45 – 3:15 PM
	Creative Interlude: Data Meets Culture
· GPSDD - confirmed
· SDG Forum - confirmed
· UNWOMEN -interested
Moderator: CSO
	Artistic segment featuring music, poetry, and visual storytelling. Examples include spoken word, musical montages, and infographic visuals.
	AfDB – Mary; ECA – UN agencies
	

	3:15 – 3:45 PM
	Technology & Transformation
· AfDB - confirmed
· ECA
· Open Data Watch
· ONS-UK
· ESRI-GIS
· PARIS 21
· Rwanda AI institution
Moderator: AfBD
	Lightning talks (3 minutes each) on AI, mobile tech, statistical visualization, and open data platforms for citizen engagement.
	AfDB, ECA, GPSDD, Open Data Watch, ONS-UK, ESRI-GIS, STATAFRIC, PARIS 21
	

	3:45 – 4:00 PM
	Closing Reflections & Call to Action
· Summary of key messages, encouragement for local celebrations
Moderator: ECA
	Live wrap-up with summary of key messages, encouragement for local celebrations, and invitation to share national event recordings.
	Lerato
	Confirmed



