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	1. Reference 
	MRS/2026/03/xxx

	2. Description
	Participation of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) in the African Aeronautics & Space Innovation Trophy (ASIT) 2026 and associated high‑level engagements with the African Aeronautics & Space Organization (AASO), the African Space Council, space agencies, universities, and private‑sector actors.
This report summarizes key discussions during the event, focusing on the status, momentum, challenges, and opportunities in Africa’s space sector. Speakers highlighted achievements, collaborative frameworks, youth engagement, data sovereignty, and institutional capacities required for Africa’s growing participation in global space activities.


	3. Mission members
	· Andre Nonguierma, Chief, Geospatial Information Management Section, UNECA (Primary participant and panel moderator)

	4. Venue and Dates 
	Location: Paris (France)
Date: 27 March 2026
Duration: 8 hours

	5. Purpose
	The main purpose was to review progress in Africa’s space sector, assess institutional and technical readiness, strengthen cooperation frameworks, and discuss ways to accelerate continental-led space development, innovation, and data sovereignty. The specific purposes of the mission include:
· Represent UNECA at a major continental space event
· Enhance cooperation with AASO, the African Space Council, national agencies, and academic institutions.
· Contribute expert insights on Africa’s growing space ecosystem.
· Support dialogue on capacity building, governance, technology sovereignty, and opportunities for pan‑African collaboration
· Promote UNECA’s leadership role in geospatial and space policy development across Africa. 

	6. Objectives
	The mission had the following core objectives:
· Examine the current state and maturity of the African space sector. 
· Assess institutional coordination efforts under the African Space Agency and the ECA UN-GGIM: Africa process 
· Identify capacity-building needs, including training, education, and knowledge transfer. 
· Explore models for sustainable funding and investment in space infrastructure. 
· Review opportunities for continental collaboration, including with international partners. 
· Discuss strategic priorities such as data sovereignty, satellite development, and regional innovation hubs.
· Strengthen partnerships with continental and national space organizations.
· development, and policy frameworks.
· Support youth engagement and highlight the importance of skills development.

	7. Collaborating Divisions:
SRO(s), IDEP and Partner Organisations, Team members
	National Partners
· African Aeronautics & Space Organization (AASO)
· African Space Council
· National space agencies (Gabon, Nigeria, Ghana, Morocco, Rwanda, etc.)
· International Astronautical Federation (IAF) 
· Regional private-sector space companies and startups
· Academic and research partners.

	8. Background and Context
	Africa’s space sector has grown substantially over the past decade. Many countries now operate satellites and space programmes, supported by regional and continental institutions. The African Space Council, under strong leadership, is advancing Africa’s positioning in global space governance.
Given geopolitical tensions globally, the meeting emphasized that cooperation remains the foundation of space exploration, recalling the history of international collaboration. Africa's increasing representation in global platforms (e.g., IAF) demonstrates rising expertise, youth engagement, and institutional commitment. However, challenges persist:
· Limited funding for space programmes
· Insufficient domestic manufacturing capacity
· Data sovereignty concerns
· Fragmented institutional coordination
· Need for stronger regional training and innovation centres

The ASIT award and related sessions highlight Africa’s accelerated engagement in space science, satellite deployment, Earth observation, and geospatial innovation. From the meeting discussion participants highlighted:

· Africa has seen increasing participation in global space forums, with over 19 African organizations now members of major international federations.
· The continent has experienced growing momentum in space programs, with numerous satellite projects, training centers (including in Beijing), and university partnerships.
· Several African countries are scaling their capabilities, including national satellites, ground stations, and academic curricula.
· Key challenges remain: funding, coordination, infrastructure gaps, data sovereignty, and youth skills pipelines.
· African leaders emphasize the need for cooperation, capacity building, and African-designed solutions rather than dependency on external actors.

The meeting also stressed that Africa’s most valuable asset is its young population, whose talent must be nurtured through education, exposure, and structured training programs.


	9. Brief Summary
(Key Results, Proposed Action, Decisions)
	Key Results
· Strong recognition of Africa’s growing role in global space development.
· Participants agreed Africa must strengthen local manufacturing, data centers, research capabilities, and technical training.
· Discussions reinforced the need for African-led governance, coordinated through AfSA and UNECA.
· Experts underlined funding gaps and called for clearer models for demonstrating return on investment to governments.
· Emphasis on real-world applications: natural resource monitoring, climate resilience, connectivity, and youth innovation.
· African institutions showcased their contributions to international missions, including hardware and component manufacturing.
Proposed Actions
· Scale up African technical training centres and exchange programs.
· Promote an Africa-wide framework for coordinated satellite development and data‑sharing.
· Advocate for increased public and private investment in African space programs.
· Support the development of an African space university and harmonized capacity‑building curricula.
· Strengthen ECA and the Africa Space Agancy collaboration in spatial governance, policy alignment, and technical assistance.
Decisions
The following consensus areas emerged from the echanges:
· Continue strengthening African space cooperation mechanisms.
· Prioritize youth development as a continental strategic asset.
· Engage more actively with the private sector to build hardware manufacturing ecosystems.
· Enhance coordination between African national agencies and continental institutions.
· Promote African sovereignty in data and space technology.


	10. Implications for future:
ECA Work
	The mission and forum highlighted several areas requiring continued engagement from ECA/ACS:
· Policy Support: Strengthened need for ECA to provide policy frameworks supporting space governance, funding models, and regulatory frameworks and alignment.
· Capacity Development: ECA can play a leading role in facilitating training, skills development, and statistical systems for space-sector measurement. Strong demand exists for ECA support in focused curriculum development, exchanges, and digital infrastructure (e-Learning for policy makers as well as for professionals).
· Data demcracy: The momentum around space technology aligns with ECA’s work on integrated geospatial information frameworks, and data governance.
· ECA is well positioned to facilitate inter-agency coordination, especially around:
· Standards and interoperability
· Satellite data governance
· Investment frameworks
· Support to AfSA and AASO strategic programs

	11. Follow-up Actions:
	Based on mission findings and recommendations:
1. Immediate (0–6 months)
· Engage AASO and the African Space Agency to define joint workstreams in space governance, capacity-building, and policy harmonization. 
· Develop a ECA briefing note on areas where the Commission can support African space program coordination.

2. Medium‑term (6–18 months)
· Initiate consultations with selected national space agencies (Algeria, Egypt, Ethiopia, Nigeria, South Africa, etc.) to identify opportunities for technical cooperation. 
· Propose a ECA‑led technical meetings on developing an African framework for data sovereignty, storage, and shared geospatial infrastructures.

3. Long‑term (18+ months)
· Support youth innovation initiatives, including hackathons, internships, and scholarship pathways linked to space science and geospatial analytics. 
· Coordinate with international partners and financial institution to mobilize resources for Africa’s space technology development.


	12. Attachments:
	1. Meeting web page: https://www.aero-aaso.com/asit-2025/
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