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	Title of Meeting
	Second face-to-face workshop for CART cohort 2 & CRVS Research Forum 

	Venue and Dates 
	Samutprakarn, Thailand — 27 – 29 March 2026
Bangkok, Thailand — 30 March – 1 April 2026

	Objectives of the mission
	Background
The Economic Commission for Africa, in collaboration with the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, launched in 2024 the CRVS Applied Research Training (CART) initiative, aimed at strengthening CRVS systems through applied research on strategies, interventions, and tools. As part of this modular training programme, the second in-person workshop for Cohort 2 was held from 27 to 29 March 2026 in Samut Prakan, Thailand. The workshop provided participants with the opportunity to collaborate with peers from both regions, further develop their applied research skills, and engage in intensive group work on their respective research projects to be presented at the CRVS research forum.

This face-to-face workshop was jointly organized alongside the CRVS Research Forum (held from 30 March to 1 April 2026 in Bangkok), providing a unique opportunity to combine structured research training with a global platform for knowledge exchange. This joint format enabled CART participants to present their research alongside other CRVS researchers and practitioners, receive broader peer feedback, and engage directly with policymakers, development partners, and technical experts.

The CART workshop was attended by 13 researchers (8 males and 5 females) from Cohort 2 representing the ECA region (Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, South Africa, Uganda, and Zambia). They were joined at the Forum by 23 additional participants from the ECA region (Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Côte d'Ivoire, Chad, Lesotho, Togo, Kenya, Rwanda, Zimbabwe, the United Republic of Tanzania, South Africa and Cameroon) who attended in person and 2 presented their research online. (17 Males and 8 females)

	Summary of Key achievements
	 Cart workshop
The workshop served as a platform for United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific and Economic Commission for Africa participants to meet in person and further strengthen their collaboration. ECA actively contributed as facilitators, mentors, and supervisors for the research papers. All ECA researchers improved their papers and presentations ahead of the Forum.
Sessions were delivered on key topics, including expectations for the CRVS Research Forum; academic writing techniques; characteristics of a strong academic paper; skills for critiquing academic work; effective presentation techniques; and dissemination and communication beyond academia.
CART participants strengthened their skills in critically reviewing academic papers and conducted peer reviews of their own work. They also enhanced their academic writing skills and gained a better understanding of journal submission processes.
Participants were further equipped with skills for policy-oriented dissemination. They identified key policy-relevant findings from their research that could be translated into policy briefs or operational recommendations for decision-makers.
Participants shared personal reflections on their research experience and on the CART initiative overall. They were also introduced to the CRVS Research Forum and the CART Alumni Network as next steps following the dissemination of their research.

CRVS Research Forum
The forum was held over three days at the United Nations Conference Centre (UNCC) in Bangkok in a hybrid format. It focused on strengthening the evidence base for resilient, inclusive, and digital CRVS systems, aligned with global and regional development agendas.
· Economic Commission for Africa participated in the opening session and facilitated several sessions throughout the forum. 
· Parallel sessions were organized across three rooms, allowing participants to choose presentations based on their areas of interest. 
The forum covered several thematic areas, including:
· Barriers to civil registration (birth, death, and marriage) 
· CRVS system strengthening and reforms 
· Digitization and innovation in registration processes 
· Improving cause-of-death data 
· Equity and inclusion in civil registration systems 
· Production and use of vital statistics 
· All CART participants presented the results of their research.

	Outcomes 
	· Strengthened collaboration and partnerships among researchers, countries, and development partners.
· Enhanced knowledge exchange and experience sharing on CRVS systems between Asia and Africa.
· Increased learning through peer engagement and exposure to diverse country experiences.
· Strengthened evidence base and research capacity to support CRVS system improvements.
· The Forum highlighted several important insights: persistent registration gaps remain, particularly among vulnerable and marginalized populations; while digitization is a key driver of improvement, it requires strong governance, interoperability, and data protection frameworks; effective CRVS systems depend on strong intersectoral collaboration (notably between health, statistics, and civil registration); and improving the quality of cause-of-death data remains a critical challenge, especially in low-resource settings. In addition, operational and implementation research was recognized as essential for informing policy and strengthening systems, with equity considerations needing to be central to CRVS reforms.
· The CART initiative is expected to generate key outputs, including scientific journal articles and a peer-reviewed regional publication on CRVS. At the national level, it will contribute to the development of policy recommendations and briefs aimed at strengthening CRVS systems.

	Recommendations/ Follow up actions
	· Continue strengthening collaboration with the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific on CRVS.
· Consider organizing future CART events in Africa.
· ECA to consider organizing a similar CRVS Research Forum in Africa to enhance the visibility of CRVS research on the continent.
· ECA to follow up on participants’ feedback and suggestions to further improve its support and programme offerings.
· ECA to support the finalization of Cohort 2 research papers, incorporating reviewers’ comments, and facilitating their publication.
· Mentors to start work on the ECA peer reviewed CRVS book with thematic areas.
· Continue promoting the use of available civil registration data—regardless of completeness—to inform CRVS system improvements.
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