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	1. Purpose of mission and objectives 

The Specialized Technical Group on Infrastructure, Industries and Tourism (STG5-II&T)
operates under the framework of the Second Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa
(SHaSA II) for 2025–2027. SHaSA II was developed by key pan-African institutions, including the
African Union Commission (AUC), African Development Bank (AfDB), and United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), to support Agenda 2063 and other regional
development agendas. The STG 5 aims to build a harmonized, modern, and sovereign African statistical system in infrastructure, industry, and tourism statistics, ensuring these sectorial statistics drive policy-making, macroeconomic stability, and regional integration. This effort is critical for evidence-based policymaking, fostering regional integration, and advancing sustainable development.

The specific objectives of the meeting were as follows:
· Present the adopted TORs to the meeting
· Operationalize and establish a bureau for STG5
· Elaborate an Action Plan 2026-2027, and minimal list of indicators 
· Presentation of the draft guideline for Harmonized Methodology on Industrial Statistics
· Strengthen capacity of NSOs and line ministries for data collection and coordination.
· Promote integration of new data sources, including administrative and geospatial data, and big data analytics.
· Encourage best practices and knowledge sharing among member states.

This STG meeting gathered 15 AU Member States members, 6 RECs, and representatives from Pan-African organizations - AUC, AFRISTAT, AfDB, and UNECA, with a total of over 30 participants. 

	
2. Activity of the Mission

The first hybrid meeting of the specialized technical group on Infrastructure, Industries and Tourism (STG5-II&T) was officially launched with an introduction by the session moderator, followed by welcome remarks, the objective of the meeting, and the adoption of the Agenda. The welcome remarks were from the Economic Commission for Africa, African Union Commission (STATAFRIC), AfDB (secretariat of STG5). 

Following the welcome remarks, the main activities included:
· Presentations and discussions of:
· The adopted TORs on STG5-II&T
· The Presentation of the report of the 2nd meeting on Industry Statistics
· Sectoral overviews: Infrastructure, Industry, Tourism 
· SHaSA 2 Implementation platform 
· Presentation of the draft guidelines on Industry statistics 

· Countries and RECs experience sharing on Infrastructure, Industry, and Tourism statistics
The participating countries and RECs shared the status, challenges, and mitigation measures regarding the implementation of Infrastructure, Industry, and Tourism statistics.

· Group sessions:
All the participants have been divided into two groups working on the following tasks:
· Working Group 1: Elaboration of the clear Action Plan (2026-2027) linked to the adopted Terms of Reference for Infrastructure, Industry, and Tourism statistics.
· Working Session 2: Elaboration of the minimal list of indicators on Infrastructure, Industry, and Tourism statistics, which include definition, method of calculation, sources, unit, etc. 

· Reports of the group sessions, and discussions 

· Election of the STG5-II&T Bureau

· Presentation of the adoption of the Conclusions and Recommendations of the STG5-II$T meeting

· Closing remarks


3. Way forward and implications for ECA future work 
The elected the STG5-IIT Bureau will conduct activities over the next five years. ECA will continue to support the bureau and Member States in implementing the Action Plan (2026-2027), in collaboration with other international organisations.
The STG will enable the reinforcement of intercontinental activities for statistical development and provide easier access to ECA for Infrastructure, Industry, and Tourism statistics from African countries.
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