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	Within the framework of the East African Regional Statistical Program for Results (EARSPforR), funding is released to the national statistics offices of Kenya, Rwanda, and the United Republic of Tanzania upon achieving agreed Disbursement-Linked Results (DLRs). The East African Community (EAC) has engaged ECA as one of its Independent Verification Agencies (IVAs) to verify selected DLRs in the three program countries, following established verification protocols and methodologies.
Mission Objective: The primary objective of the mission was to verify the 3 results using the available supporting materials, evidence, and links or websites, ensuring compliance with the agreed procedures. It also sought to identify outstanding issues, operational challenges, and areas requiring clarification and to provide possible recommendations aimed at strengthening KNBS’s DLR implementation. The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), serving as the Independent Verification Agency (IVA) under the Eastern Africa Regional Statistics Program for Results (EARSP-for-R), conducted the April 2026 verification mission for the Republic of Kenya. The mission focused on three key Disbursement Linked Results (DLRs): 
· DLI 2.4 (C)Annual Agriculture report produced and available online for 2022/2023- 2023/2024;
· DLI 2.4 (d) Survey on Non-Communicable Diseases conducted, report published and available online. 
· DLI 2.5(h) Gross County Product report 2022- 2025 produced and can be downloaded from the KNBS website.
Expected Output of the Mission:
The Verification Mission Team verified the achievement of the following key milestones under each DLI 
a) 2.4 (c) Annual Agriculture report produced and available online for 2022/2023- 2023/2024;  
b) (d) Survey on Non-Communicable Diseases conducted, report published and available online. 
c) Gross County Product report 2025 produced and published on the KNBS website.
To achieve assignment, ECA organized an on-site verification mission from April 27- May 01, 2026, to the Republic of Kenya in Nairobi. The mission was supported by ECA professional and consultants from national accounts and price statistics, who reviewed the relevant documentation and evidence provided by the KNBS. 

	Brief Summary of Work Accomplished:
The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), as the Independent Verification Agency under the Eastern Africa Regional Statistics Program for Results (EARSP-for-R), conducted the October 2025 verification mission for the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS). The mission reviewed three key Disbursement Linked Results (DLRs): 
· The Kenya Housing Survey (DLR 2.2(d)), 
· The 2024 Foreign Investment Survey (DLR 2.2(h)), and
· The Harmonized Consumer Price Index (HCPI) for FY 2024/25 (DLR 2.2(f)). 

The April 2026 verification mission to Kenya, conducted under the East Africa Regional Statistics Program-for-Results (EARSP-for-R), successfully assessed the achievement of multiple Disbursement Linked Indicators (DLIs) by the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS). The mission applied rigorous verification protocols, including document reviews, stakeholder consultations, and technical assessments.

1. Verification of Agricultural Statistics (DLI 2.4(c))
The mission verified the production and online publication of the National Agriculture Production Report 2025. The report provides comprehensive agricultural statistics across all 47 counties, covering crops, livestock, and fisheries, and aligns with international standards. However, key gaps were identified, including the absence of sex-disaggregated data and limited documentation of estimation methodologies. Recommendations were made to strengthen data quality, transparency, and use of surveys and censuses.

2. Verification of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCD) Survey (DLI 2.4(d))

The mission confirmed that the NCD pilot survey questionnaire is publicly available and that the pilot report has been completed in line with WHO STEPS methodology. The pilot survey was successfully implemented and provides a solid foundation for the main survey. However, challenges remain, including limited engagement of data users, delays in funding and implementation, insufficient gender mainstreaming, and data quality concerns such as non-response rates and use of an outdated sampling frame. Actions were recommended to address these issues and ensure timely implementation of the main survey.

3. Verification of Gross County Product (GCP) Statistics (DLI 2.5(h))
The mission confirmed that the 2025 Gross County Product report has been produced and published online. The report provides important county-level economic data aligned with the System of National Accounts (2008 SNA) and supports decentralized planning. Nonetheless, gaps were noted in metadata availability, methodological transparency, and clarity on certain national accounts concepts (e.g., treatment of taxes and allocation methods). Recommendations focused on improving documentation, data accessibility, and methodological clarity.

	Cross cutting Achievement and Implication for ECA
4. Cross-Cutting Achievements
· Strengthened engagement with KNBS, Ministry of Health, and other stakeholders through technical discussions and validation meetings. 
· Applied triangulation and risk-based verification approaches to ensure robustness and credibility of findings. 
· Identified key systemic issues affecting data quality, including reliance on administrative data, capacity constraints, and outdated data sources. 
· Provided actionable recommendations to enhance statistical production, data quality, and compliance with international standards. 
Overall, the mission confirmed substantial progress by KNBS in producing and disseminating key statistical outputs required under the program, while highlighting critical areas for improvement to ensure full compliance with DLI requirements and sustainability of results.


	Way Forward
· Submit the Preliminary Verification Report to the EAC Secretariat for review and onward transmission. 
· Liaise closely with KNBS to address outstanding issues, including provision of additional documents, clarifications, and supporting evidence. 
· Review feedback received from EAC, KNBS, and other stakeholders, and incorporate revisions into the Main Verification Report, including indicative performance status of the DLIs.
·  Engage further with KNBS through technical discussions to validate findings and resolve any remaining gaps.
· Finalize and submit the Verification Report and complete the closure of the April 2026 verification window by 12 May 2026.

	List of hard copy attachments and web addresses:
· Mission Agenda 
· Attendance
· Preliminary report to EAC



