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	Title of Mission
	Capacity-building training on National Accounts (2008 SNA): GDP compilation by production approach, and National Accounts Database System (NADABAS) – Eritrea National Statistics Office (NSO) 

	Mission members
	Lerato Martha Makana – ACS
Titus Victor Kamatuka – STATAFRIC 

	Venue and Dates
	Asmara, Eritrea, 19–30 January 2026.

	Background and Context
	Eritrea has recently resumed compilation and publication of GDP estimates after a prolonged interruption. Following ECA’s renewed collaboration with the Government of Eritrea and the National Statistics Office (NSO), and in the context of ongoing efforts to strengthen GDP compilation, the African Centre for Statistics (ACS), together with African Union (AU) STATAFRIC, conducted a two-week training on National Accounts concepts, practical compilation of GDP by the production approach, and the use on NADABAS for compiling National Accounts. The training built on ECA’s previous support to Eritrea in resuming the compilation and publication of GDP estimates and aimed to consolidate methodological consistency with the 2008 System of National Accounts (SNA) and ISIC Rev.4.

The first week focused on the 2008 SNA framework and prioritised the production account identity (GVA = output − intermediate consumption) with emphasis on consistent valuation (basic prices for output and purchasers’ prices for intermediate consumption) and industry-specific compilation methods. The second week devoted to the introduction, installation and hands-on use of the NADABAS to support a modern, harmonised and sustainable database-driven compilation workflow.

The combined training aimed to strengthen methodological consistency, improve practical compilation skills, and accelerate institutionalisation of tools and processes required for GDP updates and future rebasing work.



	Objectives of the Mission
	The mission aimed to:
· Strengthen the capacity of NSO staff to compile GDP using the production approach (output, intermediate consumption and gross value added).
· Improve understanding of valuation principles (basic prices vs purchasers’ prices) and industry-specific output concepts (e.g., trade margins, FISIM, non-market output).
· Introduce practical workflows for compiling GDP at current prices and for producing constant-price (volume) measures.
· Reinforce the application of ISIC Rev.4 for classifying economic activities and supporting GDP by industry compilation.
· Introduce NADABAS, support installation and configuration, and build practical skills to upload data, create DBLinks and compile GDP aggregates within a structured database environment.
· Discuss data needs for upcoming rebasing and identify priority data gaps and follow-up actions.


	Planned Activities
	Planned activities included:
Week 1 – National accounts and GDP compilation (production approach)
· Opening session and review of National Accounts objectives and compilation challenges in Eritrea.
· Conceptual sessions on the 2008 SNA, production boundary and accounting rules.
· Hands-on compilation sessions for the primary and secondary sectors (agriculture, mining, manufacturing, construction and utilities).
· Practicals for services industries, including trade margins and financial services (FISIM).
· Session on constant-price measurement (single and double deflation, choice of deflators and quality checks).
· Session on ISIC Rev.4 activity classification and practical coding guidance for national accounts.

Week 2 – NADABAS deployment and hands-on compilation
· NADABAS demonstration and overview of the database-driven compilation workflow.
· Installation, creation of practice databases, and loading of classifications.
· Building database structures (KeyFamilies) and creating DBLinks.
· Uploading datasets (prices, trade and industry data) and validating data structures.
· Compiling GDP by the production approach using uploaded data.
· Introduction to quarterly GDP compilation concepts and benchmarking tools.
· Advanced features and practical tips (correspondences, aggregation, troubleshooting and error handling).
· Wrap-up and agreement on next steps.


	Work accomplished
	The mission delivered a structured two-week programme combining presentations, guided discussions and practical group exercises.

Week 1 covered: (i) foundations of the 2008 SNA, including economic flows, transactions and the production boundary; (ii) compilation of GDP by the production approach, emphasising the identity GVA = Output – Intermediate Consumption and the transition from ΣGVA to GDP at market prices by adding taxes less subsidies on products; (iii) industry-specific measurement for primary, secondary and services industries, with worked examples on trade margins, non-market output (government, education and health) and financial services; (iv) constant-price measurement and the use of single and double deflation; and (v) ISIC Rev.4 activity classification and its importance for consistent GDP-by-industry estimates.

Week 2 introduced NADABAS as a platform for organising source data, creating structured links between datasets (DBLinks), and producing consistent compilation outputs. Participants practised installing NADABAS, creating databases, loading classifications, setting up KeyFamilies and DBLinks, uploading data folders (including prices, trade and industries), and compiling GDP aggregates using the production approach within the NADABAS environment. The training also introduced quarterly GDP benchmarking concepts and covered advanced features, including correspondences, aggregation and troubleshooting.

Training materials included Week 1 slide decks (Day 1-Day 5) alongside exercises, and the NADABAS practical workbooks/tutorials used during Week 2.


	Outcomes and Immediate Results
	· Approximately 15 NSO staff attended the training consistently present throughout the two weeks, including the Head of the NSO.
· Participants strengthened their understanding of production-account concepts and practised compiling output, intermediate consumption and GVA across key industries.
· NADABAS was introduced and installed for hands-on practice; participants gained skills in database set-up, creation of DBLinks, uploading datasets and producing compilation outputs within a structured system.
· The training provided a shared methodological and systems basis for improving Eritrea’s GDP compilation by the production approach and supporting future rebasing work.

	Management Attention Required
	· Discussions with NSO staff highlighted the importance of resource mobilisation to address critical data gaps for national accounts compilation and rebasing. 
· Preparations for conducting the Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HISS) are ongoing, including questionnaire development and resource mobilisation, and UNDP has indicated its intention to mobilise resources for the activity. 
· The Director General noted that field data collection is likely to take place in the last quarter of the year, as heavy rains from May make survey fieldwork difficult. 
· The NSO plans to use computer-assisted personal interviewing (CAPI) for HBS data collection. In addition, the NSO plans to undertake a dedicated survey of wholesale and retail trade to strengthen the measurement of trade margins during rebasing.
· The NSO noted that it already has comprehensive data for manufacturing and construction activities, which provide a solid basis for improving GDP estimates.


	Way Forward and Next Steps
	· NSO to finalise an internal compilation plan for GDP by production approach, including an agreed set of data sources by industry and a schedule for annual updates.
· Request Tax data from Inland Revenue by Name of establishment, Activity, and Revenue Code
· Continue preparations for the HIES, including questionnaire development, CAPI system set-up and resource mobilisation.
· Ensure that HIES outputs are designed to support National Accounts needs (informal sector, household production for own use, and expenditure benchmarks).
· Design and implement the planned Wholesale and Retail Trade survey to estimate trade margins for rebasing.
· Institutionalise NADABAS within NSO workflows by designating a system focal person/administrator, consolidating the training databases, agreeing on folder structures and documentation standards, and progressively uploading and maintaining National Accounts datasets.
· Agree on follow-up technical backstopping (remote or in-country) to support troubleshooting, database maintenance and integration of new survey results into NADABAS during rebasing.
· Consider training on GDP by Expenditure, and SUT


 
Annexes :
Agenda of the training program (9 days)
Training materials and exercises (slides and workbooks)
Attendance register 

