Summary Notes - 57th Session of the United Nations Statistical Commission

Day 1, Friday, 27th February 2026

The entire day was dedicated to Artificial Intelligence (AI) -Readiness for Official Data and Statistics. The following were the key takeaways from all three sessions:
i. AI search engines for statistics (preferably official statistics) return different statistics depending on the prompts (choice of words, scope, and specificity of the query), and timing (the statistics returned from the AI search vary with the same wording at different times). This experience compromises accuracy and usability, leading to mistrust.

ii. There has been a shift from statistical systems as the primary interface for disseminating statistical reports, with accompanying narratives, to machine-mediated resharing and the supply of statistics. This shift has engendered the following concerns:
a. Which of the different statistics returned by the AI search engine is the official statistic?
b. Is the statistic returned from the AI search engine sourced from a recognized database, modelled based on a predefined AI tool, or hallucination?
c. How do we define the true value and source?
d. Do we have comprehensive metadata to help appreciate the differences across the methods used to produce the range of statistics returned by the AI search engine?
e. How do AI search engines account for quality controls embedded in statistical processes such as terminology classifications, revisions of estimates, and rebasing?
f. Is the timeliness of AI compromising the trust of official statistics and the visibility and authority of statistical systems?

iii. The AI evolutions present an opportunity to address the long-standing challenge of differences in statistics across international databases and between national statistical offices (NSOs) and international databases. This is an opportunity for NSOs to position themselves as the source of truth for the base data underpinning all official statistics. This is achievable by intentionally producing AI-readiness metadata with detailed descriptions of production processes, guidance on use, and comparability with other measures of the same development issue. 

iv. The statistical community should embrace technologists and the public, especially social media activists and the tech-savvy community, as key stakeholders in the data and statistics space. This recognition will engender the development of guardrails to protect the integrity of official statistics while ensuring timeliness. The statistical community has a renewed responsibility to repurpose dissemination tools using tech-driven resources, such as interactive visualizations and voice- or video-based products. 

v. The imperative of responsible reuse of data and statistics in the context of open data is recognized as a hallmark of stewardship, and it must be a shared responsibility among stakeholders in both the statistics and AI worlds.

vi. The use of Large Language Models (LLMs) for data and statistical reuse should be more guided and prescriptive. Specifically, LLMs should be trained to respond to well-structured queries from an authoritative source. The use of Retrieval-augmented generation (RAG) and Model Context Protocols (MCPs) pipelines is an indispensable pathway. Also, the statistical community should develop benchmarks for official statistics to help ensure accuracy and prevent hallucinations.

vii. The emerging discourses on AI in the space of data and statistics present a compelling need to strengthen narratives and enforce content provenance and data governance. The Legislative Acts and Instruments, regulatory frameworks, and procedures for AI, data, and statistics should be well aligned.

viii. The significant difference in timescales between the AI and statistics communities should be bridged without compromising quality and trust.

ix. In the age of AI, open data licenses, data (creative) commons, and the protection of the intellectual rights of tech developers require deeper sensitization to their applicability in different circumstances.

x. Recognizing that the AI tools developed so far are more powerful than human capabilities and require a critical mindset shift to tackle the array of challenges associated with their use and to optimize their use to ensure quality and trust in official statistics. The following practical steps, among others, should be considered as foundational steps for statistical systems:
a. Articulate and build system-wide ownership on the use of AI in the context of data and statistics. Some considerations of use may include:
· Use AI to make data and statistical online portals more discoverable.
· Use AI to enhance the quality of statistics.
· Use AI to develop differentiated statistical products for unreached statistical audiences.
· Apply AI in both technical and administrative operations of the statistical system.
b. Assess the Statistical System’s AI-readiness.
c. Assess and build an AI-ready Application Programming Interface (API).
d. Develop an AI-ready, machine-readable, and integrated metadata system.
e. Build the skills needed to engage AI in statistical operations.

xi. The background document on AI-readiness of official data and Statistics, developed by the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA), is a must-read in understanding the implications, engagement, and use of data and statistics in an AI world.




Day 2, Saturday, 28th February 2026

Morning Session:
The Directors of the five statistical Regional Commissions met with the Acting Director of UNSD. The following were the key takeaways:
i. The need for strengthened collaboration and communication between UNSD and the Regional Commissions in the implementation of programmes, especially in Member States, was underscored.
ii. The ongoing discussions on the UN Data Commons, SDG indicators custodian mapping, and regional resetting remain a priority, highlighting the need for greater responsiveness at the regional level. 
iii. In the context of the UN80 work package on data (WP 16), the expected changes in UN leadership in 2027, and the post-2030 discussions, both the UNSD and the Regional Commission committed to sustaining and improving their unique value proposition in achieving global and regional inclusive and sustainable development.

Afternoon Session:
The Director held a bilateral meeting with Sabina Alkire of the Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI). Mr. Christian Oldiges was in attendance. The following were the key takeaways:
i. The ACS and OPHI committed to ensuring pre-census and pre-survey engagement with Member States to ensure the inclusion and appropriate framing of questions for measuring the multi-dimensional poverty index (MPI). Specifically, ACS pledged to organize webinar sessions on MPI to guide Member States.
ii. The use of the Global MPI for National MPI was identified as an immediate action worth pursuing. This, however, required one-on-one engagement with countries that have yet to compute and disseminate their MPIs, while OPHI has published its Global MPIs.
iii. Multi-dimensional Poverty remains a candidate indicator for the post-2030 development agenda. To strengthen its relevance, the indicator will reflect the absolute (number of people multi-dimensionally deprived) and relative (incidence) perspectives of MPI.  
iv. The exploration of emerging data sources for MPI computation was discussed, and experiences from some countries were shared. While challenges abound in this endeavour, continued discussions were deemed important given the cost and irregularities of surveys and censuses.


Day 3, Sunday, 1st March 2026

Morning Session:
The UN High-level Group on Partnership, Coordination and Capacity Building (UN HLG-PCCB) for Statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development held its 41st meeting. The following were the key takeaways:
i. The presentation from the host country and programme committee for the upcoming sixth UN World Data Forum (UNWDF) suggested remarkable preparation for the event.
ii. The uptake of the tenets of the outcome documents and the overall impact of the UN UNWDF were underscored as issues requiring the attention of both the HLG-PCCB and Member States.
iii. The meeting received updates on the work of the Seville Platform for Action, following the fourth Financing for Development Conference in June/July 2025, in Spain. Subsequently, Member States were encouraged to deepen their engagement with their respective governments and to be more involved in the work of SPA groups. 

Afternoon Session:
The UN Committee of the Chief Statisticians of the United Nations System (CCS-UN) held a meeting. The following were the key takeaways:
i. The discussion on developing a system-wide roadmap for innovating UN Data and Statistics concluded with a decision to identify key undertakings over the next couple of years, in light of the ongoing UN80 reforms, post-2030 discussions, and expected changes in UN leadership. Among the suggestions for selecting key undertakings are the topical issues of AI and Beyond GDP.
ii. in the future, the meeting underscored the need for the statistical community to deepen its efforts to uncover data insights to enhance policy uptake and impact.
iii. Representatives from the Executive Office of the Secretary-General (EOSG) gave a presentation on the UN80 work page on data (WP16), highlighting progress and expectations for the UN Data Commons.
iv. A status report on the mandate of the Commission of Science and Technology for Development (CTSD) on data governance was provided, highlighting the prominence of AI-related issues.
v. The dates and venue for the next meeting of the CCS-UN are 30th September to 2nd October in Vienna.

Day 4, Monday, 2nd March 2026

Morning Session: 
Two meetings, namely the Commission on the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA) and the assembly of the Director Generals of National Statistical Offices in Africa, were organised for the morning of 2nd March 2026. 

The following were the key takeaways from the CCSA meeting:
i. Updates on interventions on AI for the statistical community, including the Committee’s report on AI-readiness and the Kigali City groups, were provided. The meeting highlighted the renewed importance of data governance, considering the AI developments and their implications for statistical operations. 
ii. The meeting received updates from the CCS-UN meeting on matters including the Beyond GDP discussions, UN Data Commons, Upcoming UNWDF, and Data Governance.
iii. The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) presented an update on the disputed territories. The meeting, subject to incorporating the suggestions that emerged during the discussion, agreed with the recommendation for internal use only, that is, within the Committee, in view of the sensitivities around disputed territories.

The following were the key takeaways from the CCSA meeting:
i. All the African Position Statements were endorsed with a recommendation to ensure that the submissions are within the allotted time limits.
ii. The activities of the Praia Group on Data Governance were presented at the meeting to engender improved uptake.
iii. A presentation on the AI self-assessment toolkit and the implications of different well-being measures for African countries was well-received. 

Afternoon Session:
The Monday High-level Forum, ahead of the start of the 57th Session of the UNSC, was dedicated to the plenary side event on Beyond GDP: Rethinking Progress in a Changing World.
The following were the key takeaways from all four sessions:
i. The Beyond GDP movement draws its mandate from the Pact of the Future, where Member States requested the Secretary-General to establish an independent High-Level Expert Group (HLEG) on Beyond GDP. The request underscored the need for the Beyond GDP recommendations to include a limited set of country-owned and universally applicable indicators that complement or go beyond GDP.
ii. The final report on the Beyond GDP is yet to be shared with the Secretary-General, hopefully in April 2026, after which the intergovernmental process will start. During this period, the Statistical Commission and the global statistical community will be required to provide critical and technical input to the standardization recommendations to guide implementation. 
iii. The keynote address highlighted three pillars that should underpin the conceptual framing of the Beyond GDP measure. These were a human rights-based rationale, Intergenerational justice, and country-owned yet globally relevant indicators. The speaker further highlighted that in developing the metric, due cognisance should be given to the following: participatory and fair governance, equity inclusion and knowledge justice, resilient well-being promoting social, economic, and environmental resilience across individual, community, and national levels, planetary boundaries and environmental justice, and spillover accountability to uphold global fairness and responsibilities.
iv. The conceptual framework for the Beyond GDP measure is presented for reference.
Figure One: Conceptual Framework of the Beyond GDP Measure
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Source: Presentation by the HLEG on Beyond GDP during the HLF of the 57th UNSC.
v. The Beyond GDP output will be a dashboard of indicators, which will be mainly outcome variables with about 50 percent drawn directly from the SDG indicator framework. The indicator selection criteria will be based on data availability, coverage, and publication frequency; indicator intuitiveness; countries' statistical capacity; and the exploration of new options.
vi. The work on the “enablers” as indicated in the conceptual framework, which are foundational to behavioural change and policy design, is yet to start. Related to the finalisation of the work on the enablers, two issues that emerged during the session were the evidence that will underpin the selection of the indicators and whether they will be used as an evaluative tool or for policy design purposes.  
vii. The HLEG is recommending the following:
a.  National Governments to establish national measuring progress initiatives; 
b. UN and other Multilateral, Regional and International Organisations to report annually on progress beyond GDP; and 
c. International Statistical Community to regularly refine dashboard indicators and fast-track emerging statistical methods by prioritising human rights, planetary boundaries and subjective well-being.
viii. The tenets of the conceptual framework and the processes were aligned with existing frameworks such as the Systems of National Accounts and consultative. 
ix. The roles of the Statistical Commission and NSO engagement in the future were highlighted and commitments were received in this regard. 
x. The Statistical Commission and the global statistical community are committed to establishing complementarities between the Beyond GDP measure and other indicators of well-being before and during implementation.

Day 5, Tuesday 3rd March 2026

Early Morning Session:
A side event organized by Open Data Watch and PARIS21, ahead of the start of the Statistical Commission proceedings, focused on a paper titled “Data Systems at a Crossroads: Official Statistics for A New Era”. The following were the key takeaways:
i. The paper highlighted the complexity of data gaps as traditional constraints of funding, human and institutional gaps have, in recent times, been compounded by emerging new dimensions of limitations, including legitimacy, trust, and external influence, including global and national politics. 
ii. In view of the compounded challenges, the paper proposes two options, namely, optimization of available reforms or systemic transformation for a comprehensive response.
iii. The discussions uncovered new phases and depths of known challenges, including increasing mistrust and discrepancies in statistics across different international databases.
iv. The need for a clear identification of the clientele base and the development of differentiated statistics to better serve customers was highlighted as a pressing demand.




Lunch Session:
The Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI) organized a lunchtime side event on the theme “Statistics for Policy Action: Accelerating Multidimensional Poverty Reduction by 2030 and Beyond". The following were the key takeaways:
i. The opening remarks emphasized aligning the global and national MPI and maintaining methodological rigour for in-country time-series comparisons of both the global and national MPI, and for cross-country comparisons of the global MPI only.
ii. Experiences in conducting multidimensional poverty data collection, statistical production, and the dissemination of results were shared across nine countries, each highlighting their distinct approaches to policy engagement.
iii. The meeting concluded with an encouragement for deeper South-South collaboration for experience exchange and announcements of upcoming events on MPI.

Day 6, Wednesday 4th March 2026

Early Morning Session:
A side event organized by Open Data Watch on “Time for Growth: Making Time Use Data Work for Economic Decision-Making” offered insights into the resourcefulness of time-use surveys from the perspectives of macroeconomic and sectoral policies. The following were the key takeaways:
i. The workshop in Kenya in October 2025, which led to the Nairobi Action Plan and the opening remarks at the side event, including a presentation on the use of time-use surveys for Household Satellite Accounts (HSA), formed the basis for the side event’s discussions.
ii. Focusing primarily on the policy relevance of time use surveys, evidence from Georgia, Uganda, and Ghana was presented to offer guidance on framing the macroeconomic and sectoral policy initiatives for time use surveys across the four maiden countries, namely Kenya, Ethiopia, Uganda, and South Africa.
iii. Commitments were received from different institutions, including UN Women, Open Data Watch, Data2X, Gates Foundation, UNECA, IMF, and NSOs in promoting, building capacity and providing the needed resources to ensure the optimization of time use surveys for macroeconomic and sectoral policies. 

Evening Session:
The Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) event, organized on the margins of the 57th UNSC, focused on the theme “The Power of National Household Surveys: Country Leadership and Global Partnership for Data on Children”. The following were the key takeaways:
i. Country experiences from Nigeria, Mongolia and Ukraine on the conduct of MICS were shared with highlights on funding mechanisms and policy relevance.
ii. The defunding of the Demographic and Health Survey and, subsequently, the financial rescue from the Gates Foundation are pivotal learning experiences for the global statistical community.
iii. In the context of funding constraints, ensuring national ownership and rethinking the outcomes and impact of household surveys in developing economies were recommended for reflection in the future. For instance, while the modular approach to surveys offers an opportunity to pool multiple development issues into a single survey, rethinking an integrated approach should be grounded in conceptual frameworks and theories of change. An example is the human capital theory.

Day 7, Thursday 5th March 2026

Early Morning Session:
The Sustainable Development Solutions Network organized a side event titled “Sustainable Partnership Models with Academia to Strengthen National Data Ecosystems and Support Data-Driven Decision-Making”. The following were the key takeaways:
i. Although NSOs and universities' collaborative arrangements have long existed under different frameworks, the full potential of their partnerships is yet to be harnessed. This claim was corroborated by evidence that their achievements have so far been output-oriented rather than outcome- or impact-based. This is partly because the partnerships have been project-based rather than program-driven.
ii. There was a strong appetite for ensuring broad-based, integrated, agile, and sustainable partnerships that will be mutually beneficial to both NSOs and academia.
iii. There was an acknowledgement that while the day-to-day responsibilities varied between NSOs and academia, they share common outcomes and impact, which is guiding policymakers for inclusive and sustainable development. This achievement required deliberate efforts to uphold professional standards, maintain adherence to ethical practices, and advance the frontiers of knowledge.
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