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1. [bookmark: _Toc206514567]Background

[bookmark: _Hlk124326461]The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) in partnership with the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS) undertook a three-day mission in Nakuru – Kenya to develop a comprehensive user guide for the SDG platform. Following the development of Kenya’s SDG Platform and presentation to the SDG secretariat, there is a recognized need for a comprehensive user guide to maximize its potential use. A well-structured guide to improve users’ understanding of the platform, facilitate effective navigation of its tools and resources, and encourage adoption by a wide range of stakeholders, including government institutions, civil society organizations, development partners, and researchers. The purpose of the guide is to introduce the platform, outline its key features and functionalities, and offer step-by-step instructions on essential actions such as registration, data access and interpretation, reporting, progress visualization, and stakeholder engagement. It includes frequently asked questions (FAQs), troubleshooting guidance, and support contact information to ensure smooth and efficient use of the platform.
[bookmark: _Hlk124326521]The mission team comprised: 
· Angela Kiconco, and 
· Yared Bekele
[bookmark: _Hlk124326842]This report summarizes the mission activities and articulates recommendations.
2. [bookmark: _Toc206514568]Activities of the mission
[bookmark: _Toc206514569][bookmark: _Hlk133830008]Retreat on the Open SDG Data Portal Workshop, Nakuru – Kenya, 28 – 30 June 2025
The specific objectives of the workshop were to:
1. Develop a comprehensive user guide for the SDG Platform.
2. Support diverse users in navigating the platform effectively.
3. Enable users to access SDG-related data with ease.
4. Facilitate monitoring of progress toward the SDGs.
5. Encourage contributions to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda.
The workshop was officially opened by representatives from the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)- Angela Kiconco, Statistician and the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS) - Benjamin Avusevwa, Director for Statistical Coordination and Methods. In their opening remarks, they emphasized the importance of enhancing data quality and accessibility for monitoring the SDGs and Agenda 2063, while leveraging the Open SDG platform to promote transparency and accountability. 
[bookmark: _Toc124325759][bookmark: _Toc124325761]Specifically, the KNBS representative emphasized the critical need to correct the disconnect between the Global and National reporting in SDG for instance, the increase in the number of SDG indicators data in Kenya is not reflected in the Global SDG database. He indicated that KNBS’ budget is funded under the development budget which is prune to unforeseen cuts compared to the recurrent He also emphasized the need for making the interactive Open SDG platform easily usable hence the retreat – adding that creating awareness of the platform is as important as its use. He called on ECA to continually support KNBS’ capacity building efforts especially now that more Data Scientists have been on-boarded. 
The workshop focused on technical and institutional aspects of SDG data reporting and dissemination through the Open SDG Platform. Participants highlighted the importance of reliable and disaggregated data to track progress toward the 17 SDGs and 169 related targets. The discussions emphasized that while some progress has been made at both the continental and national levels, challenges remain, including data gaps, inconsistent reporting, and the need for harmonized methodologies. Policymakers were urged to pay close attention to areas of regression, particularly in goals related to affordable energy, sustainable cities, environmental protection, and governance.
[bookmark: _Toc206514570]Technical and Institutional Focus
The discussions centred on the technical and institutional aspects of SDG data reporting and dissemination through the Open SDG Platform. Participants highlighted the importance of reliable and disaggregated data for tracking progress toward the 17 SDGs and 169 related targets. While progress has been made both continentally and nationally, key challenges remain, including data gaps, inconsistent reporting, and the need for harmonized methodologies. Policymakers were urged to address areas of regression, particularly in goals linked to affordable energy, sustainable cities, environmental protection, and governance.
[bookmark: _Toc206514571]National Context and Progress
The Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS) presented on the country’s progress in implementing the SDG platform. Kenya has made improvements in data availability and openness, moving upward in global rankings of statistical capacity. However, participants acknowledged persistent challenges such as insufficient integration of administrative data, reliance on outdated formats like Excel, and delays in ensuring timely updates. The platform was recognized as a valuable tool to increase accessibility, transparency, and stakeholder engagement, but greater investment in standardization, automation, and institutional coordination is required to maximize its benefits.
[bookmark: _Toc206514572]Dissemination and Standardization
A key theme was the role of dissemination strategies in ensuring that data reaches users in meaningful and usable formats. KNBS shared its efforts to strengthen dissemination through workshops, websites, social media, and official reports. At the same time, the importance of aligning dissemination with clear policies, standardized templates, and metadata guidelines was emphasized. Participants noted that siloed approaches among government departments often hinder harmonization, underscoring the need for stronger coordination across ministries and agencies.
[bookmark: _Toc206514573]Implementation of the Open SDG Platform
The session also included a technical demonstration of the Open SDG platform and its functionalities. Participants learned about the structure of repositories, data submission processes, and the role of metadata in ensuring quality reporting. The Open SDG platform was presented as a collaborative, open-source solution supported by UNECA, AfDB, and other partners. Its adoption offers Kenya and other countries a standardized approach to reporting SDG progress while promoting transparency and interoperability with global systems.
[bookmark: _Toc206514574]Coordination and Data Validation
The afternoon session focused on coordination mechanisms for SDG reporting and the importance of validated, country-owned data. Participants discussed the need for better engagement between the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS), ministries, departments, and agencies (MDAs) to ensure clear identification of data providers and avoid duplication. It was emphasized that data must be validated at the national level before submission to global platforms, reinforcing the principle that countries should maintain ownership and accountability for their official statistics. Challenges highlighted included delays in obtaining administrative data, difficulties in harmonizing sectoral information, and limited agreements on accessing micro-level datasets.



[bookmark: _Toc206514575]Alignment with National and Regional Agendas
Participants also stressed the need to align SDG indicators with Kenya’s Vision 2030, Africa’s Agenda 2063, and the Second Ten-Year Implementation Plan (2024–2033). Harmonization across these frameworks would strengthen policy integration, monitoring, and investment prioritization. The use of tools such as UNECA’s Integrated Planning and Reporting Tool (IPRT) was highlighted to streamline reporting across multiple agendas.

[bookmark: _Toc206514576][bookmark: _Hlk133832561]Platform Functionality and User Engagement
The platform demonstration showcased features such as indicator dashboards, metadata pages, reporting status, publications, and FAQs. Suggestions for improvement included updating branding, adding direct links to publications, expanding reporting categories, and better integrating administrative data sources. Multilingual support, including Swahili and Portuguese, was also discussed to improve accessibility.
Participants underscored the importance of user engagement strategies to meet the needs of policymakers, researchers, media, and the public. Recommendations included user satisfaction surveys, web analytics, and structured feedback mechanisms. The role of dissemination policies and standardized templates was highlighted to ensure consistent publication of survey and administrative data.
3. [bookmark: _Toc206514577]Conclusions and way forward
In conclusion, participants agreed on the need to finalize guidelines supporting SDG data and metadata reporting in Kenya. Priority areas include strengthening dissemination policies, enhancing metadata systems, building institutional capacities, and better integrating administrative and survey data.
[bookmark: _Toc206514578]Key recommendations emphasized:
· Strengthening coordination among KNBS and MDAs for reliable data sharing.
· Aligning SDG reporting with national and continental frameworks.
· Enhancing the Open SDG platform with improved features, multilingual support, and expanded data sources.
· Establishing user engagement strategies and ensuring continuous updates.
· Promoting a culture of openness, accountability, and capacity building in national institutions.

4. [bookmark: _Toc206514579]Annexes
4.1 [bookmark: _Agenda_of_the][bookmark: _Toc206514580]Agenda of the mission
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[bookmark: _Evaluation_of_the][bookmark: _Opening_and_Welcome]
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5.1. [bookmark: _Draft_Action_and][bookmark: _Evaluation_of_the_1][bookmark: _Toc206514582]Evaluation of the Kenya In-Country Workshop: Nakuru – Kenya
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5.1. [bookmark: _Participants_to_the][bookmark: _Toc206514583][bookmark: _Administrative_Data_Mapping][bookmark: _Toc124325770]List of participants at the In Country Retreat, Nakuru – Kenya
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5.2. [bookmark: _Toc206514584]Pictorial of the Mission: In Country Workshop to develop a user guide for the Kenya Open SDG Data Platform, Nakuru - Kenya, 28 – 30 July 2025
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5.3. [bookmark: _Toc206514585]Presentations delivered during the training workshop.
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Development of the SDG Platform User Guide

Duration: 3 Days
Participants: 9 KNBS Staff
Location: Nakuru

Date: July 28 — 30 2025

Day : Introduction and Planning

08:30 - 09:00
09:00 - 9:30
09:30 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:00
11:00 - 13:00
13:00 - 14:00
14:00 - 16:00
16:00 - 16:30

Welcome, Registration & Opening Remarks

Workshop Objectives and Expected Outcomes

Overview of the SDG Platform: Purpose, Architecture, and
Stakeholder Expectations

Coffee/ Tea Break

Review of Current Functionalities and Documentation
Lunch Break

Identifying Target Users and User Guide Scope

Group Planning: Roles, Timeline, and Output Structure

Day 3: Content Development — Platform Navigation

08:30 - 09:00
09:00 - 10:30
10:30 - 11:00
11:00 - 13:00

13:00 - 14:00
14:00 - 15:00
15:00 - 16:30

Registration

Drafting Introduction to the Platform and its Purpose

Coffee/ Tea Break

Writing Step-by-~Step Instructions: Navigating the Homepage and
Menu

Lunch Break

Interactive Session: Accessing and Interpreting SDG Indicators
Submitting Reports, Visualizing Progress, and Data Download
Options

Day 4 Finalization and Closure

08:30 - 09:00
09:00 - 10:30
10:30 - 11:00
11:00 - 12:00
12:00 - 13:00
13:00 - 14:00
14:00 - 15:00
15:00 - 16:30

Registration

Creating User Scenarios and Examples; Drafting FAQs
Coffee/Tea Break

Troubleshooting Common Issues and Access to Support
Lunch Break

Review, Consolidation, and Edifing of the Draft User Guide
Presentation of Final Output, Evaluation, and Feedback
Closing Remarks and Next Steps
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. The overall objective of the Workshop was to develop a well-structured user guide essential to enhance user understa
nding, ensure effective navigation of the platform'’s tools and data resources, and encourage wider adoption by a diver

se user base, including government agencies, civil society, development partners, and researchers. P
fore details

Overall, rate the extent to which the objective of the workshop was met?

Level S 3
4.60 Level 4 M 2

Average Rating Level 3
* h kKL Level 2

Level 1
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2. Please rate your overall satisfaction with the workshop. More deta

Level 5 I 5

5.00

Average Rating Level 3
* h kK Level 2

Level 1
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3.0n a Rate your satisfaction with each sessiol

More details

@ Verysatisfied ~ ® Satisfied  © Neutral @ Dissatisfied ~ ® Very dissatisfied

a Opening ceremony I
Presentations made to set the context I

¢ Structuring of the Kenya Open SDG user guide I

e. Groupwork sessions K. Group work sessions.

£, Review of draft open SDG user guide —W gl

fied 602
100% 100%
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4.0n ascale of 1 to 5, How do you rate the following aspects of the workshop? More detai

eilowest ©2 ©3

4 ®5highest

Quality of discussions during the workshop. a Quality of discussions during the

workshop
b, Feedback during sessions

o4 20%
. Format of workshop (e.ggroup work ) ® 5highest 80%
d. Workshop duration ]

100% 0% 100%
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5. List the areas for which you require additional support towards improving Kenya's Open SDG User Guide prior to offici

More detail
al launch of the platform? More detals

Latest Responses

5 “Expert review”

Editing the user guide to ensure it suits all users may need to interact with

Responses “Minor adjustments to the platform’s appearance.”
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6. Please share any additional comments and suggestions you have on improving future engagements. More details

Latest Responses

‘W appreciate UNECA for all the support provided"

5

Responses

*It was a workshop handling critical user guide which needed more days | wa.
N/AT
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KNBS
KENYA NATIONAL

@) United Nations
@) Economic Commission for Africa BUREAU OF STATISTICS

Keeping you informed

IN-COUNTRY WORKSHOP TO DEVELOP GUIDELINES TO SUPPORT SDG DATA AND METADATA
REPORTING THROUGH OPEN SDG PLATFORM

Eagle Palace Hotel, Nakuru, Kenya, 28 — 30 July 2025

Attendance form
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Presentationoutiine

Introguction

Context

Principles of SDG. Dissemination Platiorms
Guidelines for Implementation of Platform
Open SDG Platfom

Platform Architecture

User Needs and Expectations.

Way forwarg
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Introduction

- The Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (KNES)

was established by the Statistcs Act, CAP 112
KNBS Laws of Kenya [Rev. 2022] as the piincipal
enva waTIONAL ‘government agency responsible for production of
BuREAl oF sarics offcal statistics In Kenya,

Mandate of KNBS
The core mandate of KNBS is o collect, compll,
analyze. publish, and disseminate statistical
information for the country, and to coordinate the
National Statistcal System (NSS).

+ Dissemination is the process of making data

avallable to users n diferent formats and channels
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Overview of disseminati

Dissemination Channels:
« Seminars, workshops and launch forums.
+ Mainstream media

+ Sockal meda

+ Library- hard copies

+ E-mail and Telephone

« Website- Soft copies and excel

+ Specialized official KNBS Data portals
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Context: Dissemination Globally

Assessment done biannually by Open Data Watch
‘Open Data Watch s an International, non-profit organization working at the
intersection of open data and offiial tafistics

Supports organizations that produce and manage offcal statstcs,
parlcularly in developing countries, to make data more comprehensive and
accessible to solve development challenges

Assessing 197 counties across 22 categoris of offcial staistics in terms of
Coverage and Openness. That is how complete a country's statistical
offerings are and how well that data meets international standards of
openness.

“The results are available from Open Data Inventory.
hitps.fodin.opendatawatch com/

Between 2022 and 2024, Kenya Increased s overall score from 46 to 61
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Context: Kenya's Performance

Kenya

W
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Context: Kenya's Performance

Regional scores

Regional Scores
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SDG Dissemination

‘The Kenya Natonal SDG Framework s disseminated on the KNBS webste in
Excel formal. Whereas the data fs accessible, Excel dissemination has s own
shortcomings, including:

Limited Interactivity: Excel acks dynamic visuaization tools, making it
diffcultor users to nteract with or explore the data beyond

User Experlence: Large Excl files can be overwhelming for non-technical
users

Version Control Issues: Wultple versions of Excel fles may circulate
among users, leading o Inconsistencies and outdated references.
Limited Integration: Excel formats do not supportintegration with APls or
‘automated systems for Gata exchange, hindering interoperabilty.
Metadata Limitations: Excel provides lmited supportfor structured
metadata, making it harder for users to understand data efintionsor
methodologies.
‘There Is need for transitioning to more robust,interoperable, and user-frendly.
dissemination platform.

o
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Principles of SDG Platforms

Based on UNSD Document ‘Principies of SDG Indicalor Reporting and

Dissemination Platforms and guidelines for their application”

1. Clear and por for the
development, implementation and maintenance should be cleary establshed
through adeguate laws and/or regulations, mandates and standard operating
procedures. The National Statitical Offce, commonly tasked with the
coordination of the national statistcal system, s typically assigned this
responsibilty

2. Fitnes fr purpose - exactppose, scop and fetures shoul b ey

in an with al and user

groups

3. Sustainability - the availabity of internal and external resources and
capacilies over the medium and long term

4. Interoperabllity and statistical standards - should follow intemational and
national staistcal standards and best practices, to faciltate the integration,
customizaion and further development of components and different solutions
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Guidelines for Implementation

National Ownership - NSOs should have the abilty to maintain, adap,
ransform and customize thelr Platforms to address their own and their
users needs

Collaboration - Piatforms shoud be designed, developed, improved and
maintained on the basis of a collaborative approach th leverages
Iearning between various stakeholders of the national statsical system
and data ecosystem

Multlingualism and accessibilty - Platforms should support national
languages and implement national and international best pracices in
terms of accessibilty to persons with disabillties, as well as fullaccess
across the range of browsers and devices, Including moblle devices
User-centered Design - Platforms should be designed for and with users
(including botn operational and end users, such as data consumers or
NSO offcers), and project owners should engage them in ll phases of
development

——
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Guidelines for Implementation

5. Data Communication - Piatforms should implement innovative strategies
to improve the presentation, communication and use of data for
sustalnable development.

6. Data disaggregation - Platforms shouid support improved access (o, and
use of, disaggregated data to focus on all segments of the population,
includingthe most vuinerable:

7. Modularity and extensibility - Platiorms should be modulr, composed
of modules (sub-systems) and components that interoperate 1o service the
different phases of the data Ife cycle.

— " hould be based on open standarcs and protacals such 3 Statistical Data
and Motadata Exchangs (SDMX) and Common Statistical Production
Architecture (CSPA)

8. Standardized interfaces - Platforms should provide standardized
Application Programming Interfaces (APIS) n accordance with the industry
best practces such as the OpenAP! Specifcation
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Guidelines for Implementation

9. Scalabilit - Platform should have an architecture that enables a
statistical offce to start with a imited scale implementation and leratively
progress towards a fulkscale system

10, Metadata - Platform should supportstatistical metadata at the appropriate:
level of granuay.

11, Open Data - Platform should be consistent with Open Data best practices,
summarized as “Open data and content can be freely used, modified, and
Shared by anyone for any purpose”

12. Linked Data - Responding to the increasing demand for open data to
leverage globaland national Investments in data for evidence-basect
policy and decision making, Platform should comply with a minimum of
level 3 of the 5.star Linked Open Data principles.

htlps Jfunsiats un org/unsdistatcom/S0th-session/documents/BG-Item3a-

Princlples-guidelines-SDG-Monitoring-Reporting-Platforms- odf
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Available SDG Dissemination Platforms

1. PXWeb
A web-based dissemination taol developed by Statitics Sweden and used to
present statistical Gata i tables, charts, and downloadable formats.

2. Goal Tracker

Its a commercial tool used to monitor progress fowards achieving the United
Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

3. .Stat Sulte / Statkit

Developed by the OECD, this platformis a moder SDHMX-based solution for
advanced statstcal dissemination and exchange.

4.0pen SDG Platform

‘An open-source platiorm maintained by the U.S. Govemment, UK ONS, and
UNSD to support SDG reporting using GitHub,
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£:OpenSDG

‘Open SDG Is an open-source, free-to-use platform designed to help
governments and organizations manage, publisn, and visualize data related
o the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
Why Open SDG:

~ It built exclusively with open-source libraries and tools

— Can be hosted and maintained using free sevices

~ Itis user-friendly with easy data visualization

— Open SDG platforms provide a transparent and accessible viay o

monitor progress towards the SDGs.

~ Can be used for comparative purpose and at subnafional levels

— It can be customized ta report other indicators

~ It mutiingual

— Supports SDMX standard

~ Provides for SDG data disaggregation

— Metadata integration
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£:OpenSDG

Open SDG is the resultof collaboration
between the UK Office of National
‘Staliscs(ONS), US government, the nonprofit
Center for Open Data Enterprise (CODE) and
members of the Open SDG community.
* 2016: Began with US government
* 2017: collaboration with UK Office for
National Statistics and Centre for Open
Data Enterprise (CODE)
* 2018: First Open SDG release
* 2020: Version 1.0.0 released

* 2023: Version 2.2.0 released
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Counties using Open SDG Platform

Open SDG is being used by 22 countries with & more in development. They.

include
Armenia

Aruba

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Canada
DemocraticRepublicof the
congo

Faroe lslands

Germany

Ghana

eeland

Kazakhetan

Kyrgyastan
LaoPDR
Moldova
Montensgro
Poland
Awanda
South Korea
Turkey
Utrsine

United Kingdom

United states
Zimbabue

Cameroon (in development)
Kenya (in development]
Malta in development)
Nepa (in development]
Senegal(n development)
Tojkistan (n development)
Uganda (indevelopment)

Vanuatu(in development]
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Open SDG Architecture

“The platformis hosted in GitHub.
Create staging organization and repositories.

e
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Architecture: Data Repository (Backend)

Where the data and
metadata s uploaded
and managed

Can also configure
options specifc for
each Indicator.

We can control the
specifc fila inputs and
outputs
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Architecture: Site Repository (Frontend)

=+ Where the website
is managed and
configured.

- Customisations.
and pages are
added here,

* Needs to be linked
to data repository
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Purpose:

+ Keeping files n predictable
folders prevents the
repositories becoming cluttered

+ Makes changes predictable

+ Allows for easier supportfrom
the Open SDG communtty

+ Helps reduce the number of Premp——
bugsiissues

¥ e | s





image37.png
Architecture: Staging & Develop

Staging repositories:

- The default(stable) branch in these repositories is called davelop.

+ We make changes to these repositories via branches that are subsequently
merged back to the develop branch

Festure Branch A
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Architecture: Staging & Develop

Staging organisation (SDG-Kenya):

Site repository — SDG-Kenyalsite
Data repository ~ SDG-Kenyaldata
Staging site  https://sda-kenya cithub.o/Site/

Staging data service - hips://sda-kenya.qithub.io/Data/
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Conversion of SDG Data in SDMX format

'SDMX SDG Data Structure Defintion (DSD) developed by UNSD and
custodian agencies
- Indicator codes (e.g.,1.11,2.2.2)
~ Dimensions: Geographic Area, Time Period, Sex, Age, etc.
~ Atrbutes: Unit of measure, Source, Observation Status
- Concepts: Defined meaning of each dimension and atiribute
~ Codelists
Align your national indicator framework wih the Global SDG DSD:
~ Match national indicator codes to global equivalents
Map imensions such as sex, fegion, and year
Use international code lsts (e.9.,1SO 3168-1 for country codes, DX
standard agefsex codes)
~ Customize the indicators, dimensions, atrbutes and codes which are
diferent from the giobal DSD
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Uploading Data and Publ

hing in the Platform

Use a Conversion Eurostat SDIX
converter Tool o Create SDHX
fle

= Selector load the correct

~ import your tabular data

= Map columns to SDMX
dmensions and attributes

= Export as SOMX-AL or
SDMXJSON fle

Upload to Open SDG Platiorm

To publish the data, configure the

avallable Indicators
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User Expectations
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User Expectations

WHAT
DO WE
NEED

Accessibity and Openness: Free access
and open data formats (CSV, Excel,
JSON, SDMIX) for easy dowload and
reuse

Timeliness and Regular Updates
Clarty and Usabilty: Clear defintions,
metadata, and descrptions of each
indicator

Userfriendly navigation

Data Disaggregation

Visualizations and Interactity
Integration and Comparablty
Feedback and Engagement Channels
Innovation and Advanced Use
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Way forward

Develop Open SDGs Platform User
Guide

Review metadata and uploadto the
platform

Launchthe platform

Update the data

User engagement

Data providers/ prodcers engagement
Gontinue customization

Develop data dissemination framework
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Overview of the National SDG Indicator
Framework

Progress in Providing Data for Monitoring the A
of SDGs.

Leah Wambugu
Kenya National Bureau of Statistics KNBS
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Role of KNBS in SDG

QMaintain and Update the National Indicator Framework

QProduce and provide data to track SDGs indicators

OVerify, validate and approve data used for SDGs reporting

Qildentify appropriate data sources and methodologies to produce the
SDG indicators, including the administrative data from NSS and CGD
data from CSOs
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The duality of SDG Indicators

QGlobal

QNational
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17 Goals. 169 Targess, 234 Indicators.

3
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Global SDG Indicators

QThe Global SDG Indicator Framework has 252 total indicators (234
unique indicators) to monitor the achievement of 17 Goals using 169

Targets.
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National SDGs Indicator Framework (NIF)
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SDG Indicator Data Gaps

Number of indicators that Kenya is tracking: 168 out of
248
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Voluntary National Reviews

+Voluntary Nationsl Review (VIR is 2 process by which Countries take stock and
‘assess progress and challenges in implementation of SDG.
#Kenya has prepared and presented three VNRS in 2017, 2020 and 2024 at the High
Level Political Forum
+VNRis supported by reliable cata and statisics for evidence-based reporting
A significant par of the data and statistics used in VINRs s from offcal statistics
#But with Increase In data demand, traditional data Sources are nsufficiet to meet this
demand for $DG data

KNBS has been evaluating the data of non-state actors to see I ther data could fill
some of the data gaps
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