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1. Mali National Action Plan on Integrated Geospatial Information Framework. ECA organized a consultative workshop for national stakeholders to collaboratively review the preliminary draft action plan jointly developed by ECA and national experts. Mali's action plan was critically examined, refined, and validated the strategic components through interactive and participatory discussions. From 17-22 February 2025 in Bamako the workshop brought together a total of 64 participants, comprising 7 women and 57 men. Attendees included: Heads of national institutions and authorities responsible for geospatial activities, mapping, and data production; National experts drawn from universities, research institutions, and the private sector; Representatives from partner organizations and other key stakeholders actively involved in the geospatial information sector within Mali.	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: Pls provide date and location of workshop. Breakdown the exact stakeholders also, also providing the number of attendees.  	Comment by Andre Nonguierma: Done.
2. Scoping Mission on the Use of Census Geospatial Data, 31 March to 4 April 2025: The mission aimed at enhancing the production, dissemination, and utilization of credible data, statistics, and geospatial information at the national level to support informed decision-making and promote sustainable development in Uganda. 
3. Eastern Africa Regional Statistics Program-for-Results (EARSP-for-R), February 2025: ACS undertook verification of a subset of the EARSP Disbursement Linked Results using agreed verification protocols for Kenya and Tanzania. The events took place at the National Statistics Offices in Nairobi, Kenya (11 – 14 February 2025) and Dodoma, Tanzania (03 – 06 February 2025). The Results supported the implementation of the aggregated national statistics program of Kenya to strengthen the harmonization, availability, and use of core economic and social statistics. In Tanzania, verification exercise focused on strengthening and improving the availability of enterprise-based survey data, agricultural statistics, administrative data and experience with big data and new technologies.	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: Pls provide dates and locations of  verification exercises. You mentioned Kenya and Tanzania as benefiting countries, but provided outcomes for only Kenya. Pls provide the same for Tanzania. 	Comment by Akrem Abdusemed Muhammed: Revised
4. Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Applied Research and Training (CART): ECA and ESCAP-Economic and Social Commission of Asia and the Pacific have established the civil registration and vital statistics Applied Research and Training Program which aims to strengthen the capacity of civil registration and vital statistics practitioners to conduct high quality relevant research. The first cohort includes 19 researchers from Ghana (5); Lesotho (2); Uganda (1); Somalia (2); Rwanda (3); Burkina Faso (1); Côté d'ivoire (1); Chad (1); Burundi (1) and Kenya (2). During this quarter, the Cohort I researchers were analysing the data. The second cohort includes 20 researchers Somalia (1M); Uganda (3, 1F, 2 M-); Zambia (1M); Ghana (1F); Kenya (2M, 1F); South Africa (3F); Malawi (2); Guinea Bissau (1M); Angola (1M); Cameroon (1F); Ethiopia (1M) Mozambique (1M); Rwanda (1M) and Zimbabwe (1M). During this quarter, through continued online and in person mentorship arrangements, ECA Supported researchers to align their research ideas into an appropriate topic, objectives and research questions to further finalise their appropriate literature review and submit deliverable.  To this end, the Cohort II researchers developed their research proposals on the issues affecting the performance of civil registration in their respective countries. Both training cohorts were delivered onsite.	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: Put this abbreviation in full, especially seeing that it is first mentioned here. 	Comment by Akrem Abdusemed Muhammed [2]: Revised 	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: Where and when was this training programme undertaken? In what format? Hybrid, onsite or virtual?	Comment by Akrem Abdusemed Muhammed [3]: Revised
5. CIVIL REGISTRATION AND VITAL STATISTICS Inequality Assessments (CIA) based on the 2020 Round of Census data: ECA started a study on “Inequality Assessment of Registration of Vital Events Based on the 2020 Round of Censuses” – to identify exclusion in the civil registration system by factors such as gender, hard-to-reach, geographic location, socio-economic status, migration status, cost, lack of awareness, data privacy concerns and other background variables. Six (6) countries are participating in the study: Zimbabwe, Burkina Faso, Togo, Cameroon, Cabo Verde and Benin.  During the quarter, ECA continued to support researchers in finalizing their data analysis based on feedback received during peer review seminars and in drafting their research articles. The research teams are at different stages of the research process: some are writing manuscripts, others have submitted their articles to reputable journals such as Critical Social Policy, and a few are in the process of writing up their research papers.	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: What is the status of this study? Has it been completed, validated etc. ? Has it been published? Share the link and correct title of the document, if published, if it isnt not published, recast the sentence to reflect this status. 	Comment by Akrem Abdusemed Muhammed [4]: Revised
Leaving No One Behind Project (LNOB): The project, launched in 2020 as part of a broader UN Development Account initiative, is designed to support African countries in identifying and addressing inequalities that prevent certain population groups from fully benefiting from development efforts. Rooted in the core principle of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the project aims to ensure that the needs of marginalized and vulnerable groups—such as persons with disabilities, women, youth, and rural populations—are prioritized in policy and planning processes. ECA has undertaken LNOB assessments using data from Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) and Multiple Indicator Surveys (MICS) from 37 countries of national statistical systems to determine the children who were being left behind in birth registration (SDG 16.9). The project supports the analysis of data from household surveys like DHS and MICS to assess inequality, monitor progress, and inform inclusive policy decision. The research project started in March 2024. During this quarter, ECA Continued support to researchers to finalise their data analysis based on comments given from the peer review seminars and draft their research articles. Draft report with results has been produced. Final decision on inclusion of Africa specific circumstances and additional analysis on trend in births registration will be included in subsequent process. 	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: When did this project begin, and what is the current status? Give more context as this is not very clear - expound further. 	Comment by Akrem Abdusemed Muhammed [5]: Revised 
6. Supporting African Countries on Population and Housing Censuses	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: List the 3 countries and when this assistance began. If it does not fall within the reporting time frame, please do not include it. The same applies to all other reporting's,. They must fall within the Jan - March time frame. 	Comment by Akrem Abdusemed Muhammed [6]: Revised 
During this quarter, ECA assisted three (3) countries (Sierra Leone, Lesotho and Guinea) in planning of their Population and Housing Censuses for the 2030 round of Censuses through weekly virtual meetings. A preparedness assessment was undertaken in Sierra Leone. Guinea has been assisted to develop for use during the pilot census and main enumeration. Engagements have been made with Lesotho on the technical assistance required. 
7. Transitioning African Countries to the 2025 System of National Accounts (SNA), 3 March 2025: ECA convened side event on the 56th United Nations Statistics Commission in New York to discuss the status of SNA implementation in Africa, assess past bottlenecks, and propose forward-looking strategies to ensure a coordinated, inclusive, and technologically enabled transition to the SNA 2025 framework considering that some countries have still not yet transitioned to SNA 2008. Innovation, strong partnerships, and clear documentation of country status were underscored as cornerstones of a successful transition.	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: Where did this event take place? 	Comment by Issoufou Seidou Sanda: Done
8. 56th session of the United Nations Statistics Commission, 3-7 March 2025: Economic Commission for Africa led and coordinated Africa participation at the session. In this framework, Economic Commission for Africa coordinated preparation of the Africa’s common position on topics and documents submitted to the Commission. Economic Commission for Africa, in collaboration with the African Union Commission and the African Development Bank, briefed permanent missions of African countries at the United Nations on the Second Ten Year Implementation Plan of Agenda 2063.	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: Pls put all abbreviations in full. Also provide location of this meeting	Comment by Angela Kiconco: Done

9. GDP Rebasing Support – Togo: A multi-institutional technical working group comprising Economic Commission for Africa, West African Economic and Monetary Union, African Union Institute for Statistics, African Development Bank, and the African Union Commission organized a series of meetings to advance the strategic roadmap for supporting the Republic of Togo in its GDP rebasing exercise. ECA held online discussions with INSEED leadership in February 2025 to assess existing work and refine areas needing support. This included institutional readiness, survey plans, and resource mobilization. The model support approach of the Specialized Technical Group on National Accounts and Prices-which includes ECA, STATAFRIC, and AfDB under the AGNA framework-was highlighted as a guiding framework, emphasizing peer learning, technical toolkits, and phased capacity building.

10. Validation of the Diagnostic Report for Togo’s National Quality Assurance Framework (NQAF): From 17-21 February 2025, ECA supported Togo’s national workshop to review and validate the diagnostic report of the National Statistical System based on 19 quality principles. The workshop involved 40 participants and included technical sessions, group work, and a thorough examination of strengths, weaknesses, and priority actions. The validated diagnostic report scored the system's performance at 42% for statistical system governance and around 38-39% for other dimensions. A roadmap was agreed to finalize the NQAF by June 2025, marking progress toward improved statistical quality and harmonization.
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Knowledge generation and information-sharing 

1. Interactive Dashboard on Consumer Prices and Inflation (March 2025): The Compendium on Consumer Prices and Inflation in Africa has been transformed into an interactive dashboard to support inflation monitoring and economic policy formulation. The tool allows users to visualize real-time, year-on-year inflation trends by country, region, and sub-region. For March 2025, the Africa-wide inflation rate stood at 14.2%, with West Africa reporting the highest at 20.4%. The platform helps national institutions benchmark inflation performance and enables UNECA divisions to develop inflation targeting frameworks and regional convergence assessments. Link: https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiM2I3ZjdiYTMtYWFjMS00OTBkLWE1MmYtZTE1NGFiNWMyMGMwIiwidCI6ImEzZTUwZGI3LWU4MjktNDE3My05NTViLTUxMmVlNzcwYWU3ZSJ9

2. Interactive Compendium of Intra-African and Related Trade Statistics (March 2025): Now available as a fully interactive dashboard, this tool provides granular insights into Africa’s trade performance by regional economic community (REC), sub-region, and country. It enables real-time exploration of trade trends, trade composition (e.g., SITC classification), and intra-African trade flows (valued at $185.7 billion in 2023). Notably, only 15.5% of African exports are intra-African, highlighting challenges and opportunities under the AfCFTA. The dashboard supports divisions working on trade, integration, macroeconomics, and natural resource governance. Link: https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmI2NDk0ZDItNmY2NS00MGIwLWE3N2EtYzliNWZjN2NjMDYwIiwidCI6ImEzZTUwZGI3LWU4MjktNDE3My05NTViLTUxMmVlNzcwYWU3ZSJ9
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1. [bookmark: _Toc173157641][bookmark: _Toc173157756][bookmark: _Toc173157887][bookmark: _Toc173157932][bookmark: _Toc173157962][bookmark: _Toc173157992][bookmark: _Toc173158022][bookmark: _Toc173161814]Capacity Development and Technical and advisory services
1. Madagascar Water-Energy-Food (WEF) nexus framework and geospatial analysis, 24 – 28 March 2025: ECA conducted a 2nd round of capacity building workshops where experts  from World Food Programme received hands-on training in geospatial technologies, including data management, geo-visualization and spatial planning to identify optimal locations for renewable energy projects, and relevant tools were transferred to designated personnel for operational use.	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: World food programme? Or - pls put all abbreviations in full 	Comment by Andre Nonguierma: Right	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: World food programme? Or - pls put all abbreviations in full 	Comment by Andre Nonguierma [2]: Right.
2. Statistical Leadership Training (SLT) Programme: ECA in partnership with ONS-UK, and Eastern Africa Statistical Training Centre (EASTC), initiated piloting of integration of SLT modules into EASTC’s training programmes as well as development of training of Trainers (ToT) programme for delivery to National Statistics Offices. In March 2025, an in-person training of trainers’ workshop was conducted in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania with 15 participants – two of who were from Tanzania’s National Bureau of Statistics. Under the leadership of EASTC, the SLT will subsequently be delivered as modules in undergraduate and graduate courses as well as in-country training for sustainability considering funding constraints.	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: Where and when was this training held, who benefited? In what format was it conducted? How many beneficiaries? What are the benefits? 	Comment by Angela Kiconco: Done
3. Training Curriculum for Applied Statistics at the University of Juba, 27 – 29 Jan 2025: ECA conducted a workshop on the Training Curriculum used for Applied Statistics at University of Juba (UoJ) with the aim to initiate the discussion on the partnership between the South Sudanese statistical system and the UoJ on training statisticians that are fit-for-purpose. 
4. Dissemination of the 2024 Statistics Act of the National Bureau of Statistics, 30 Jan 2025: ECA supported South Sudan’s National Bureau of Statistics conduct a workshop aimed to raise awareness of the 2024 National Bureau of Statistics Act and discuss its implementation.
5. Measurement of South-South Cooperation activities, 11 – 12 Feb 2025: ECA, jointly with UNCTAD, undertook stakeholders' engagement and training workshop on quantifying South-South Cooperation (SSC) in Namibia, marking an important step toward giving visibility to SSC activities and their contribution towards the achievements of the SDG.  The workshop was intended by the Namibia’s Government agencies that are active in international cooperation and brought together representatives of nine agencies. The Namibia Statistics Agency participated as key coordinator of the process in the country.	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: Who are the beneficiaries?	Comment by Issoufou Seidou Sanda: ECA member countries	Comment by Akrem Abdusemed Muhammed [7]: Revised
6. Development of the National Quality Assurance framework for official statistics in Togo, 17 – 21 Feb 2025: ECA conducted a workshop to validate the diagnostic report of the national statistical system regarding quality principles. The step is part of the development of the National Quality Assurance framework for Togo that the Commission has supported since April 2024.
7. Support to the fourth Eritrean Population and Health Survey and the compilation of GDP, 6 – 10 Jan 2025: ECA supported the development of Computer-Assisted Programming Interview applications and the training of staff for the pre-test of the survey. In addition, Eretria was supported in estimation of preliminary GDP for 2023, which was presented to the Ministry of Finance and National Development by the National Statistics Office.




2. [bookmark: _Toc173161815]Consensus building activities | Support 
1. Regional Workshop on Integrated Geospatial Information Framework for Southern Africa SIDS and LLDC, 24 – 28 March 2025: A workshop on geospatial strategies and sustainable development for Southern Africa's  SIDS (Small Island Developing States) and LLDCs (Landlocked Developing Countries) conducted in Maputo, Mozambique to operationalize the UN Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF). Strategic approaches to national priorities were identified, and benefits of GIS for national development highlighted.
2. Meeting of the Steering Committee of the UN Regional Hub for Big Data and Data Science in Africa, 25 March 2025: ECA hosted the Steering Committee Meeting of the UN Regional Hub for Big Data and Data Science in Africa with a focus on aligning the Hub’s Work Plan with broader data initiatives, evaluating national statistics offices uptake of data science capacities, and strengthening partnerships with institutions such as central banks and telecom operators.

Key Upcoming Events (April – June 2025) 	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: Please delete any activity that hasn’t taken place	Comment by Andre Nonguierma: Please note that this report covers Q1 and includes a forecast of key upcoming events for April to June 2025. It seems premature to indicate that these events have already occurred at this stage. Unless the entire chapter is removed, the current reporting remains accurate.
· Expert Group Meeting in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea in 23 to 27 June 2025 under the theme “Africa Program for Accelerated Improvement for Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 2023-2027 Strategic Plan- Path to Attain SDG 16.9”	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: Do you have the exact date ?has this been held?	Comment by Akrem Abdusemed Muhammed [8]: Indicated 
· Validation workshop: “Towards Improving Migration Statistics and Good Legal Identity for Migrants in the East and Horn of Africa: A Regional Perspective” and a toolkit for management of legal identity in Harare, Zimbabwe from 27 to 30 May 2025.
· Regional Training Workshop on Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange (SDMX), Open SDG dissemination platform and Open Data Platform 2.0 in Nairobi, Kenya from 19 to 23 May 2025. 
· Workshop to validate the first version of the national quality assurance framework for Togo, 5 to 10 May 2025.
· Webinar on quality of administrative data in May 2025.
· Workshop to disseminate and support implementation of the statistics law in Burundi in May/June 2025.	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: Do you have the exact dates? Has it been held?	Comment by Andre Nonguierma: Please note that this report pertains to Q1. Consequently, the meeting could not have taken place, as the dates were tentative at that time.
· Internal training and study tour on modern economic statistics (April-June 2025)
Under the framework of the partnership between UNECA and the UK Office for National Statistics (ONS), the African Centre for Statistics will launch a series of short internal training sessions focused on Supply and Use Table (SUT) analytical processing and modern economic statistics workflows. R and Python, thereby enhancing ACS’s technical leadership and knowledge translation role.

· Participation in the UNCTAD Productive Capacity Index (PCI-STAG) meeting and proposal of an AfCFTA-oriented productive capacity index (23 June 2025, Lisbon) - Remote participation: The African Centre for Statistics will participate in the third meeting of the Statistical and Technical Advisory Group (STAG) on the UNCTAD Productive Capacities Index (PCI), hosted by the Banco de Portugal. As a permanent member of the STAG, UNECA will contribute to discussions on methodological updates to PCI 3.0, robustness testing, and emerging satellite indices such as the Green PCI and the SIDS PCI.
A key focus of ACS’s participation will be to advocate for the development of an AfCFTA-oriented PCI (PCI-AfCFTA) that better captures Africa’s productive structure

· Roadmap and upcoming activities for GDP rebasing in Togo (April-June 2025 and beyond):  The upcoming activities are being coordinated with support from UNECA and in collaboration with the African Group on National Accounts (AGNA), AfDB, IMF, and other partners. Key upcoming activities include: Finalization of the national roadmap for GDP rebasing, outlining tasks, timelines, and coordination mechanisms; Diagnostic assessment of the current national accounts framework, including data mapping and gap identification; Stakeholder consultations to build commitment and align priorities across government agencies; Resource mobilization and blended financing from national budgets and donor contributions.
· 

[bookmark: _Toc173161817]New Partnerships
· A multi-institutional partnership between ECA, WAEMU, STATAFRIC, the AUC, and the AfDB to support Togo's GDP rebasing process was initiated. ECA is collaborating under the framework of the Specialized Technical Groups (like STG-4 on National Accounts), PARIS21, Regional Economic Communities (RECs- ECOWAS, AFRISTAT), and collaboration with UN agencies (UNCTAD), involved in knowledge sharing and peer learning on National Accounts and Prices	Comment by Maryanne Isu Iwara: What is the status of this partnership? 	Comment by Issoufou Seidou Sanda: We are collaborating under the framework of the Specialized Technical Group on National Accounts and Prices.	Comment by Akrem Abdusemed Muhammed [9]: Revised 

· UNECA-ONS Partnership for Statistical Capacity Development (2025-2026): In Q1 2025, the African Centre for Statistics launched a strategic cooperation model with the International Development Team of the UK Office for National Statistics (ONS). This partnership supports UNECA’s mandate to strengthen the statistical capacities of African countries in producing high-quality economic data aligned with international standards. The cooperation focused on high-priority areas such as GDP rebasing, compilation of economic accounts, labour and price statistics, supply and use tables, and business registers. The agreed workplan includes targeted technical assistance, the co-development of simplified statistical guidance, and study tours. Planned activities include:
· Support to GDP rebasing in Ghana and three additional countries, and GDP estimation in Eritrea.
· Design of a simplified 2025 SNA Guide tailored for African contexts, addressing recurrent methodological challenges.
· Modernization of CPI data collection in two countries and support to CPI rebasing in three others.
· Development of Tourism Satellite Accounts in Guinea Conakry.
· Support for statistical business registers, including use of administrative and big data sources in at least three countries.
· Training on occupational coding systems in labour statistics (Sao Tome, Zambia, and one additional country).
· Study tours for UNECA staff focused on modern economic statistics processing.
· Internal training on SUT analysis and Trade in Value-Added indicators, delivered to ACS staff.
· Finalization of a data maturity model integrating UNECA’s strategy for modernization, AI, and big data use in statistics.
· The collaboration builds on ONS’s comparative advantage in practical implementation and automation of statistical systems and aligns with UNECA’s roadmap for transformation and modernization of African statistics (2023-2030).
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