United Nations Regional Workshop on the 2030 World Programme on Population and Housing Censuses in Africa: International Standards and Innovative Approaches
4th- 8th August 2025, Pretoria-South Africa

Key outcomes and recommendations
The meeting 
The African Centre for Statistics of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), in partnership with Statistics South Africa, UNFPA, the Office for National Statistics of the United Kingdom (ONS-UK) and United Nations Statistical Division (UNSD) organized a regional workshop for all Anglophone and some Lusophone government agencies responsible for undertaking Population and Housing Censuses in Africa. This was a hybrid Expert Group Meeting (EGM) that took place from 4th to 8th August 2025 in Pretoria, South Africa. 

The EGM aimed to prepare census managers for the successful planning and implementation of their censuses during the 2030 round. The United Nations Principles and Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses, Revision 4 was introduced. In addition, the participants were given an overview of the technical resources available as reference materials to support census activities. It also served as a platform to exchange national experiences and practices in census activities, including challenges and innovations in census undertakings.
The meeting was attended by 109 participants (35 females and 74 males) in person and 105 participated online. Twenty-six (26) African countries were represented from the National statistics office or census implementing agency and the UNFPA country offices. The countries included Angola, Botswana, Egypt, Eswatini, The Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Nigeria, Namibia, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Senegal, Burundi, Djibouti, Sudan. The regional offices present included EAC, AfDB, IGAD
Outcome
In launching the 2030 round of population and housing censuses for the Anglophone countries in Africa, partners:
1. Encouraged member states to embrace more innovation opportunities and approaches to increase efficiency while reducing costs. Honestly think about the tradeoffs to achieve a successful census and noting the importance of learning from each other’s experience.
2. Re-echoed that Population and housing censuses are more than just a count of people; they are a fundamental pillar of our national statistical systems. Member states were urged to adhere to the revised principles and recommendations as well as all available international standards and guidelines to enhance capacity.
3. Committed to supporting Member States in implementing 2030 census round programme. As requested by the Statistical Commission, UNSD, in collaboration with its partners like UNECA and UNFPA, will continue to provide technical assistance, develop knowledge-sharing platforms, and monitor the implementation of the census programme.
4. Encouraged member states to consider putting in place specific plans for a successful 2030 round of censuses, each country must: build systems & institutional capacity to handle external shocks, develop a sustainable financing plan, build trust in the governance system, and increase census data usage.
5. Encouraged member states to recognise the need to strengthen capacity and partnerships to produce and integrate census data with administrative systems such as the CRVS. While incorporating new technologies and the use of artificial intelligence (AI) in selected processes.
6. Encouraged all Africa member states to undertake a census during the 2030 round (2025-2034), including the DRC (which consistently missed the last three rounds) and Ethiopia and Nigeria (which missed two of the last three rounds). To address this, six Statistician Generals together with the EAC have committed to gaining the support of the leadership in these countries to approve and conduct a population and housing census.
7. [bookmark: _Hlk206357138]Encouraged member states to develop and advance administrative data sources for future use in population and housing censuses as a promising way to address the high costs and logistical challenges of field-based censuses. This includes establishing legal frameworks that grant NSOs the authority to access data from other government agencies and assessing existing administrative data sources to evaluate their coverage, accuracy, and relevance for census purposes.
8. Encouraged member states to develop innovative communication and publicity tools to ensure all people are enumerated including the hard-to-reach population groups and to ensure inclusivity, including gender equality and intergenerational representation, in census activities.
9. UNFPA committed to developing a strategy for the 2030 round PHCs by the end of 2025 with strategic focus on embracing innovation, upholding “Leaving No One Behind”, maximizing data utilization and policy impact, and strengthening data ecosystems. Countries were encouraged to provide suggestions.
The Expert Group Meeting participants in a bid to have a successful 2030 population and housing census round.
1. Recommended that countries should embed geospatial information, remote sensing, AI and big-data analytics across census operations to transform output into geospatially enabled, dynamic information systems, directly supporting evidence-based policymaking. This is to be achieved by systematically implementing the guidance in P&R Rev.4 Part III that is grounded in the Global Statistical Geospatial Framework (GSGF) and leveraging modern technologies like satellite imagery. 
2. Recommended that countries should exercise caution when using open-source geospatial tools for census operations. Sighting the key issue as the limited technical support from developers and implementing partners. While these tools are cost-effective, a lack of dedicated support means the census team must have in-house expertise to troubleshoot and customize them. Before committing to open-source solutions, it is essential to conduct a thorough risk assessment and ensure the census team has the necessary technical capacity.
3. Recommended that countries should enhance the geospatial analysis of census data beyond producing basic map products like atlases in the 2030 round. By integrating census data with geospatial information and tools, countries can gain deeper insights, including on spatial distributions, disparities, and inclusivity, to support evidence-based national and sub-national planning and policymaking. While some countries currently use geospatial analysis to measure access to facilities and services, the full potential of census data extends to a broader range of critical issues.
4. Urged countries to embrace the benefits of census independent monitoring for all phases of the census undertaking at the earliest stage of planning and commit adequate resources. Additionally, adopt guidelines on independent census monitoring for use in Africa with the aim of promoting adherence to international standards and contemporary census practices, while also serving as a regional mechanism to standardize census operations across the continent. 
5. Cautioned countries on a Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) approach for census operations. While some countries in the region have experience with BYOD and its cost-effectiveness is recognized—as it obviates the need to procure a large number of devices—such an approach presents significant data protection challenges. There are now technologies that apply "data container" applications that create a secure, isolated environment on the enumerator’s device, separating census data from personal and other user data. A BYOD approach should not be attempted without such mitigation measures to assure the security and confidentiality of sensitive census data.
6. [bookmark: _Hlk205502113]It was recommended that census plans include explicit provisions for the tablet deprovisioning and storage space of electronic data collection devices. 
7. Member states requested the Africa Census Coordination Committee (ACCC) work with partners and NSOs to:
a. update and share the Africa programme on migration statistics
b. draft a checklist for testing digital data collection systems in census operations
c. develop a comprehensive generic quality assurance framework across all census processes that is adaptable and scalable for census managers to customize and develop one for their censuses 
d. create a reference document on the proper disposal of tablets used in census operations, drawing on experiences from the 2020 census round
e. develop a generic risk register for census operations, with a view to providing NSOs in the continent a dynamic tool for identifying, assessing, and mitigating potential risks.
f. develop a joint one stop portal for all census technical resources including questionnaires.
8. Encouraged all countries to ask for the date of birth (in addition to age) during enumeration in recognition of the importance of this variable for linking census data with other sources. Additionally, it was proposed to set up a committee to review census topics specific to Africa. 
a. In turn, member states were advised to reach out to the focal persons in ECA, UNSD, UNFPA and ONS-UK for support related to reviewing the census questions. 
b. Recommended that member states use one standard household questionnaire given the complexity of administering both short and long questionnaires. 
9. Recommended countries to strengthen their data use culture to ensure selected topics translate into policy use while embracing production of policy briefs and inclusion of data strategic impacts/implications of the census findings in our statistics reports.
10. Requested UNECA and UNFPA to finalize the compilation of census per capita costs of enumeration for all countries to inform resource mobilization efforts in the 2030 round.
11. Requested that better training on the use of field monitoring dashboards is given to countries – not just in terms of the technical operation, but in understanding what the dashboard is telling you, and how you should respond in particular scenarios e.g., low response rate. Noting the need to review the use of indicators and streamline/simplify the dashboard to only include those indicators that the NSO will be able to actively address during field enumeration. Recommended that monitoring tools should leverage evolving technologies like AI and ML to track enumeration progress and respond instantly to anomalies
12. Requested UNFPA in collaboration with other census partners to negotiate with donors to have one basket funding and management of census resources. Noting the need for financial and logistical support for innovative census solutions, countries should secure financial support to procure relevant technological infrastructure.
13. Requested intergovernmental organizations, UNFPA and UNECA to support coordination and provide technical assistance to member states. In addition, provide support through south-south cooperation to encourage sharing of knowledge and resources especially on mixed-mode data collection and digital innovations. As well as promoting cross-border mechanisms to share equipment and reduce duplication of costly investments.
14. [bookmark: _Hlk205540874]Recognized the need to investigate why current population registers fail to comprehensively capture international migration. Member states were thus encouraged to strengthen links between population registers and other administrative data systems, coupled with resource development to support assessments of coverage and quality.
15. Recognizing that the growing implementation of national ID systems offers a significant opportunity to advance population registers, countries and development partners are urged to collaborate and maximize the available technical support, including through the APAI-CRVS initiative.
16. Acknowledging the need to overcome the low usage of administrative data sources for statistical purposes, member states will be advised on when to complete the SATRAC self-assessment tool.
17. Member states proposed some innovative approaches and cost-saving suggestions:
a. Cartographic mapping –utilization of other data sources to reduce the amount of fieldwork to be done during mapping while prioritizing on areas of greatest change and adopt Geo AI. Adopt cost-effective and less resource-intensive hybrid approaches to EA mapping such as using building footprints from open-source satellite imagery and the pre-census EA tool validated by a sample of field-based census listing; Use of EA demarcation tools so that majority of the mapping work is done in-office with field visits limited to verification purposes only where necessary.
b. Data collection approach – Adoption of multi-modal data collection approach—integrating CATI and CAWI with the current CAPI method and PAPI in hard-to-reach areas—to increase accessibility to challenging areas and enhance data quality and reliability. 
c. Monitoring dashboards – reduction of external dependency in development and maintenance of real time monitoring dashboards with advanced features and leverage on national capacity. 
d. E-recruitment and training – integration of online recruitment platforms with the census management systems. Adaptation and increased utilization of videos and other e-learning tools during training to reduce the amount of face-to-face training. Automation of recruitment processes.
e. Data analysis and report writing - usage of AI tools and Machine Learning in census data editing and coding to improve data quality, analysis, visualization and report writing. 
f. When a census is not possible – Adoption of alternative methods such as AI facilitated validation methods, GIS digital footprints and satellite imagery for population estimation in the hard-to-reach areas. Proposals include integration of geospatial data with socio-demographic census and survey data to model population estimates for each EA; use of a ‘hybrid census’ approach – a combination of imagery with statistical modelling for population estimates in inaccessible areas; conduct regular surveys and improve access to administrative data for population model estimation.
18. Member States highlighted the following areas of technical support that will be needed during the 2030 round:
a. Capacity building on transforming the census real time monitoring dashboards for use in surveys after the census is completed.
b. Availability of technical specialists in use of biometrics for census enumeration.
c. Technical training in digital systems and data collection methods (CAPI, CATI and CAWI) as well as the use of administrative registers. Including mechanisms for sustaining population registers
d. Capacity building and strengthening in CSPro programming skills for customization and quality assurance; Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning; MBTiles conversion of maps and geospatial technologies, data integration, and IT systems critical for modern census operations.
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